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Looking for Opportunities
Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people…

Whew! As I write this it is 10 days before Christmas and I am in the thick of it! I don’t have
my shopping done, I’m still trying to plan worship services, bake cookies, wrap presents, attend church events… and so when you receive this article all of this will have already happened (hopefully). As I write this, the new year has not yet arrived and I find myself struggling to look forward if only for two and a half weeks because I have still so much to do.
“Being in the moment” is escaping me- busyness can do that to you.
It made me think about how I handle time in general. Not the hours and minutes, but living
within the time. An article I found on lifeofasteward.com said living within time “requires us
to make a mental shift. Instead of looking at our time as grains of sand slipping through an
hourglass, we must view our time as opportunities flying by and realize that not every second
holds the same worth.” The 15 minutes that I spend visiting someone in the hospital is more
valuable than checking my email or other administrative stuff but yet it is often difficult to
make the former a priority.
The Greeks have two words for time; chronos, which is quantitative and kairos which is qualitative. Webster dictionary defines kairos as: “a time when conditions are right for the accomplishment of a crucial action: the opportune and decisive moment.” In order to do allow those
moments I need to create space and change my view of effectiveness recognizing the worldly
effectiveness, that is cramming as much as we can into 24 hours, Biblical effectiveness is
about looking around us for opportunities to make a difference and listening and allowing the
Holy Spirit to direct and inspire us. As I move into a new year I can’t think of a better way to
make some changes-dare I use the word “resolution”?
Happy New Year!
Pastor Claire

A R ich T radition ... A Bright Future
Volume XXV, No. 1

January/February 2017 UpLook

Page 1

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
2017 "Our Year of Trust "

Our Stewardship theme for 2017 is "Our year of Trust." This theme isn't limited to only
Stewardship, it can speak to all of us at Magnolia as we move into the new year. Many
changes and challenges await us in the days ahead but we can move forward with trust
knowing that our Lord has a plan for us and the mission of this church.
Thank you for giving generously of your prayers, time, talent and resources to support
Magnolia. Additional pledges are still needed to support the new year. As of December 8,
2016, we had received a total of $272,135 in pledges for 2017. If you have not yet submitted a pledge, it's not too late. With God's grace and your generous giving, we can
make the budget a reality for the new year . . .2017: "Our Year of Trust."
Blessing to you and thank you from your Stewardship Committee:
Marshall Lee, Chairperson, Ken Eberwein, Sheryel Eberwein, Jeff Ludwig, Jane Peden, Phil
Smith

More from Stewardship

Just what is Per Capita??? Per Capita giving is a method of funding some of the essential
functions of the Church (PCUSA), both on a local and national level. Per capita is divided
up on a percentage between our Presbytery (local), Synod (Synod of Southern California
and Hawaii) and General Assembly (national). One of the ways the members and churches of the Presbytery stay connected to one another is through the per capita apportionment giving.
The Per Capita for 2017 is $35.00 per member (both adults and children who are
members) to fund the support structure of our denomination that allows us to be in ministry together. Magnolia is responsible for the annual Per Capita for every member of our
church. However, when members are able to pay their individual Per Capita of $35.00, it
reduces the amount that must be paid out of the church budget.
If you would like, and are able, please submit your check in the envelope marked
"Per Capita Apportionment" in the front of your envelope box for 2017 and place it in the
offering plate on Sunday or send it by mail to the church office. Also, please mark on the
check "Per Capita Apportionment."
Also in the front of your 2017 envelope box is an envelope labeled “Initial Offering.”
A $3.00 donation in this envelope will help defray the cost of the 2017 envelope boxes.
Thank you for supporting Magnolia’s 2017 budget with Per Capita giving and defraying the
cost of the envelope boxes.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
As another year begins, please join me in thanking our Elders
who are going off Session—Laura Medrano, Tom Safford,
Brenda Wynsma and Andrew Buchanan. They have all given
their time, talent and energy to making Magnolia great! On
the horizon, we welcome Cherylyn Thornton, Judy O’Bier,
Laurie Ludwig as they start their first terms and Marshall Lee
and Heather Dickenson who are both starting second terms.
Read on to find out more about them:
Judy O’Bier is ser ving her second ter m on Session, being a
member of MPC since 2000. She is widowed and has two
sons and five grandchildren. She is a retired Senior Secretary. She enjoys reading and traveling
with her favorite vacation being river cruising. Had she not been a secretary and “if I didn’t suffer
from motion sickness”, she would have loved to have been a space explorer. She is one of the Financial Secretaries here at church. She is currently reading the Apocrypha which she finds fascinating. Her favorite things about Magnolia are the sermons and the congregation. It is her hope to
have small yet steady growth “would not like to become a mega-church and lose the family feeling
we have here”.
Laurie Ludwig has been attending Magnolia for 42 year s, and a member for 35 of those year s.
At age 15, she met Jeff, her husband of 32 years, at church. She sang in the children’s choir and
played in the first hand bell youth choir directed by Jonita Cheek. Laurie and Jeff have two grown
daughters, Kimberly and Allison, both of whom are married. She is a Middle School ELA teacher.
Her hobbies include reading and spending time with her family. Her favorite vacation destination is
Maui, Hawaii. If not a teacher, her career path would have been an emergency foster parent or hospital volunteer. Her favorite Bible passage is Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through Him
who gives me strength”. She is serving her very first term on Session. She currently helps out on
the BAG committee and helps Jeff with Deacon work. Her favorite thing about Magnolia is “my
church family”. Laurie’s hope for Magnolia’s future is “that we will continue to thrive, be a blessing to the community, and grow in God’s direction that He wants”.
Cherylyn Thornton has been attending Magnolia since 1969 and became a member in 1974.
She is serving her second term on Session. She is married to Tom and is the Office Manager for his
(Continued on page 4)

Session Meetings and Minutes
As a reminder, session meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7pm in the
church library. These meetings are open, so if you would like to attend to listen to the
conversation, you are most welcome. Copies of all session minutes are also available in the
office, the narthex, or by email request.
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(Continued from page 3)

company, Sheet Metal Systems. Her hobbies include gardening, cooking, sewing and crafts, collecting books and hiking.
Her favorite vacation destination is the mountains, but the beach if a day trip. If not an office manager, her interest would lean towards a research assistant. Cherylyn’s favorite person in the Bible is
Joseph for his tenacity and favorite verse is Jeremiah 17:7-8 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the
Lord, whose confidence is in him, He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots
by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes, its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a
year of drought, and never fails to bear fruit. She is at Magnolia because “it’s my home”. Her focus
for Magnolia’s future is “to love and support my Church to bear fruit for the Savior”.
Heather Dickenson has been a member of Magnolia for 12 year s and is in her second 3-year
term on Session. She and Richard have been married for 28 years. Their daughter, Hannah, is an
active youth member of our congregation. She is a “lunch lady” at Kennedy Elementary School and
her dream job is an elementary school librarian. In her free time, Heather enjoys reading, walking
and hiking. Heather’s favorite vacation destinations are Indiana, Texas and Colorado, all States
“where my family live”. Her favorite book of the Bible is James. When asked what keeps you at
Magnolia she says “the people are what keeps me attending our church”. Heather has served on the
Christian Education committee for 10 years and also serves on the Membership, Evangelism and
Worship Committee. “My team members are the best! I really enjoy how we work together to accomplish our goals. Heather’s hope for Magnolia’s future is growth; her vision is “a larger community presence” and her focus is “improving Fellowship Hall”.

Adam Martinez is in his second ter m on Session, ser ving on the Chr istian Education and Per sonnel Committees. He says the best thing about CE is “we’re always looking for new ideas and
willing to try new things”. He has been a member of MPC for 18 years. He sings in the choir and
has preached on several occasions. He is single and his nearest family includes both parents (Phil
and Louisa) and a younger brother, Brian. He works in the Registrar’s office of Cal Baptist as a
Transcript and Records Analyst. His hobbies include reading, especially philosophy and speculative
fiction, tabletop games, and hiking. Favorite vacation destinations are a mountain forest or an old
city to explore. He would like to be an Editor, if not for his current career. His favorite book of the
Bible, for the moment, is Philippians, “I go back and forth between several”. His favorite thing
keeping him at Magnolia are “the people here really care about each other”. His vision and hope for
Magnolia is “that we would continue to grow as a community of disciples dedicated to knowing Jesus and sharing Him with our communities.
(Marshall’s gone fishing, so he’ll be highlighted next month)

SAVE THE DATE!

It’s Almost Time to Walk!
The CROP Walk is Sunday,
March 19th
More Information to follow!

Ash Wednesday March 1st—7:00pm
Please join us for this meaningful
and reflective service
that begins the Lenten Season.
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Deacons’ Corner
Happy New Year! Each new year brings new beginnings and anticipation of exciting new
possibilities.
As deacons, we are pleased to welcome three new members: Gary and Edith Grant, and
Gale Teunissen. We are also blessed to have Jody Macdonald as our new moderator.
Now that we have distributed the canned goods and food boxes that our congregation so
generously donated in 2016, we are eagerly planning new goals and projects to help those
in need for the coming new year.

Our congregation is anxious to receive a new co-pastor, with hopes of new visions and opportunities that will invigorate our church and help us grow.
When Jesus came as a new baby, it was also a new beginning – with a far reaching impact. Throughout His life, He taught us new ways, and made it possible for us to be "born
again," in the exciting hope of a new life with Him. Paul said in his letter, "Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. Behold, the new has
come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17)
As we move forward in 2017, may we be open to new ways of knowing and serving God.
As renewed people, may we find ways to live by new and stronger faith. May we relive
the spirit of the new year, through Jesus, all year long.
- Jan McKee, Deacon

New Member Orientation!
Why should you become a member of Magnolia church?
Have you ever wanted to know what being Presbyterian actually means?
What do we hold in common with other Christian denominations,
and what makes us unique?
Come join us January 8th at 12 Noon after the Traditional Service
for fellowship, food, and fundamentals of our faith.
Open to those who want to learn more about MagPres
and anyone else who wants to explore membership!
RSVP to Claire@magpres.com or the church office 684-7200
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Hi All,

The BAG team would like to thank all of those who participated in the November 19th work
party, (seems like it came really early this year), sprucing up the grounds for the advent
season. This time much of the work was on the lighter side with general clean up.
It was nice to see some of the regulars who over the years have continued to come out and
support our efforts and as always the fellowship plays a great part in the day.
Those who were here on that day are as follows, please forgive us if your name has
accidently been left off:
John & Jane Peden
Tim Lewis
Bill Bingham

Gary & Linda Welman
John Wright
Brian Nelson
Claire Schlegel

Adam Martinez
Cherylyn Thornton
Margy Crowley

In his name,
BAG Team.

New Bible Class to Begin January 8th
Merle Clark will be hosting a class each Sunday morning in the Library from 10:1010:50. The class is entitled:

“With Friends Like These,
You Need No Enemies.”
(Based on the last 5 Chapters of Acts)

Unity Service/Congregational
Meeting & Pancake Breakfast
January 29th
Join us on Sunday, January 29th
for the annual deacon breakfast,
followed by a 10am Unity Service
and the annual congregational
meeting.

Please join us—-You will be glad you did!

Get out your grubbies and your post-holiday spirit! What better way to feel
really good than to share some of your time and “talent”. This will be our
fourth painting party. Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 11th.
Habitat for Humanity provides all the paint, tools and beverages. We provide the brush strokes. Don’t miss this great mission opportunity
to spend a morning helping someone out! Talk to Brian Nelson for more
details or to sign up.
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Lenten Growth Groups
We will be re-forming groups for the Lenten Season
beginning the week of March 5th for 5 weeks. Study TBD.
This is a great way to get to know people and grow deeper in faith.
If you would like to facilitate or host a group in your home
contact Pastor Claire in the church office.

New Office Hours and Volunteer Help
Beginning January 3rd, the church office hours will be changed to
8:30am- 2pm and closed on Fridays. We will also need help with answering the
phones and doing the bulletins until we hire a new Administrative Assistant.
If you are interested in helping out please let either Pastor Tim or Pastor Claire know.

Super Bowl subs are on sale soon! The
cost is $5 each, and all proceeds go towards youth scholarships for winter camp.
Please sign up after either service and the
sandwiches will be ready on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 5th.

Thank you to everyone for making my last few years here at Magnolia in the office
such a wonderful time. I have been touched in so many ways by my experiences with
members of the congregation, and have been blessed to share in the ministry of
Magnolia. The pastors, current and past, have all supported me in so many ways.
Be it personally or professionally, they have always been there for me and I am eternally grateful for their mentorship and friendship, not to mention their patience as
they have helped in the past year to gain my new job with the City of Montclair Police
Department. I will continue to be a member at Magnolia, though my schedule may
make attendance sparse, and will stay on with the youth through the end of the
school year. Magnolia is blessed with the most amazing youth and parents I could
imagine, and I look forward to seeing the youth program continue to grow.
In Christ’s love,
Andrew
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January Birthdays
2
3
4

Flora Livingstone
Margie Watson
Krysten Stiffler,
Toni Hopkins, James
Walters, Melba Hube
7 Susie Phillips
8 Chris Nettles
12 Tamie Vasquez
14 Wayne Andrew, Leah
French, Steve McKee
15 Jean Freschauf, Michelle
Laudermilk, Ryan
Laudermilk, James
Laudermilk
17 Deanna Lacy,
Maddy Nelson
18 Lance Alford

20 Lowell Lacy, Makenzie
Nelson
23 Dianne Horn
24 Kirk Smith
25 Laura Rehnke
28 Betty Hillebrand, Samantha Jaramillo
29 Tammy Duncan, Laurie
Ludwig
30 Darian Reidman

Bill & Ruth Megenney
Jan. 5—Married 54 years
David & Tammy Pickard
Jan. 12—Married 4 years
Tom & Cherylyn Thornton
Jan. 15—Married 35 years
Mel & Rhonda Rehnke
Jan. 17
Delores & Chuck Tobin
Feb. 7 - Married 29 years.
Richard & Jeanne Hood
Feb. 14—Married 13 years

February Birthdays
1
5
6
7
8
11
14
15
17
18
19
21

Sharon DeLeal
Jan McKee,
Katie Stratton
Julie Hutchinson
Andrew Escobedo,
John Wright
Gene DeLeal
Anita Blount
Jean Belangeri,
Ann Laudermilk
Liam Rinker
Abby Sindaha
Dick Haynes
Karrie Brooks

22

23
24
25

26
28
29

James King, David
Laudermilk, Lowell
Smith
Anne Denham,
Tom Hutchinson
Gary Belangeri
Alyson Cram, Katlyn Hood, Louise
Walker
Anna
Brandenberger
Sonia Campos
Alyssa Timoschuk

Thanks to Holly Goulet-Perez for
leading the children’s choir.
Bouquets to Carol Young for all of
her work in the Sunday school
room.
To Lisa MacDougall for coordinating the advent candle readers, and
to everyone who participated with
that during advent.
Bouquets to everyone who came
and made the Magnolia Christmas
Caroling event such a success.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
As I submitted last months’ article on our incoming Elders, I
realized I did not do this last year. So please Get-To-Know
these Elders who have already put in a year of their 3-year
term. As always, you may just find out you have a shared interest.
Flora Livingstone is in her last year of
her first term on Session. She has been a member of Magnolia for 20 years. She has one son, John Harwell, and is retired
from teaching. Just for fun, she enjoys reading, movies eating out with friends, dancing and taking OSHER classes. She
used to like to water and snow ski! Her hobbies include playing the piano “when I find time”. Flora’s favorite vacation destination is either Pismo Beach or Crystal Cove. Had she not chosen the
teaching profession, psychology would have been her direction. Her favorite Bible verse is Psalm
23. Worshipping with fellow believers and the missions we support is what keeps her at Magnolia.
She serves on the Missions Committee and says “I think reaching needs of others is one of the most
important aspects of a church’s message. Her hope for our congregation is to continue to grow spiritually and find new ways to fulfill our mission.
Kendall Rinker is our youngest Session member, ser ving her fir st ter m. She has been at Magnolia for 28.5 years. She is married to Kyle and has 4 children, 3 girls and 1 boy. She is a full time
mama! And her hobbies include shopping, kid crafts and “anything that involves keeping my littles
entertained”. Her family loves the river and Lake Arrowhead as vacation destinations. If she were
not a full time Mom, she would be a lawyer “I love arguing”. When she was 8 years old, she told
her Mom she wanted to marry Kyle! Her favorite verse in the Bible is 2 Corinthians 4:18. When
asked what keeps her at Magnolia, she says “because I want my children to be able to grow up in
the same church I did”. She currently serves on the Buildings and Grounds Committee “because the
work party was always my favorite event growing up”. She also serves on the Co-Pastor Nominating Committee as well as Magnolia’s Nominating Committee.
Kendall’s hope for the future of Magnolia is “to be a place my children enjoy coming to”.

Melanie Nelson
Clerk of Session

Please make sure you
bring your two cans of food on
January 8th & February 12th
All the items go to support the work of
Lutheran Social Services.
We are substantially behind our goal for the
year, so every can helps!
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music Room)

5

6

Contemporary Communion Service 9 am
Sunday School 9 and 11 am
Preschool – 5th (CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Communion Service 11 am (S)

Monday Morning
Session Team
Women’s Bible Study Meetings* 7pm
9:30 am (CE#3)

7

Alene Ward

Ray & Loretta Ward

Margie Watson

Olive Watson

8

9

10

11

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music Room)

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH)

John Wayne

12
Two-Can Sunday
Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
(CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)

Gary & Linda Welman

King & Bev Williams

Kit & Dee Wilson

Betty Lou Wood

John & Cynthia Wright Brenda Wynsma

13

14

15

16

17

Monday Morning
Women’s Bible
Brunch
9:30 am (McKee House)
Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH)

18

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music Room)

Carol Young

Lance & Jo Ann Alford

Mack Allert

Janelle & Jeremy
Anderson

Ken Anderson

Rev. Timothy & Karyn
Wayne & Kristi Andrew Avazian

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jim & Joy Bower

Ann Brady

Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Session 7 pm (L)
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
(CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)
Ruth Baker

Gary & Jeannie
Belangeri

Fran Best

26

27

28

Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH)
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
(CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)
Eric & Anna Brandenberger

Dan & Karrie Brooks

Mark & Sarah Brooks

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music Room)

Bill & Linda Bingham

Anita Blount

Notes:

7200 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside CA 92504

951-684-7200 www.magpres.com
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January 2017
Sun

1

Mon

2

Traditional Communion Service 11 am (S)
NO YOUTH GROUP

John & Sharon Reinhardt

8

Two-Can Sunday

Tue

3
Office Closed
For New Year’s

Wed

4

Session Team Meetings
7 pm (Various)

Thu

5
Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music
Room)

Fri

6

Sat

7
Office Closed

Dave & Sandy Richards

Jean Riggs

Kyle & Kendall Rinker

John & Becky
Robledo

Sheila Roche

Deloris Roth

12

13

14

9

10

11

Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
(CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)
New Member Orientation 12pm
NO YOUTH GROUP
Tom & Kathy Safford

Monday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am (CE#3)

Stewardship Meeting
7 pm (Library)

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music
Room)

Grace Sarring

Amanda Schlegel

Alli Shaff

Evelyn Shea

Kristine Shea

Roger & Susan Simmons

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
(CE#7)
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)
Middle School Youth Group 5-6:30 pm (CE#1)
High School Youth Group 6:30-8:00 pm
(CE#1)

Monday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am (CE#3)

Deacons’ Meeting
7 pm (Library)

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music
Room)

Abby & Ramsey Sindaha

Lowell & Chandra Smith

Phil & Sally Smith

Shawn & Robin Smith

Helen Sompayrac

Krysten Stiffler

Cameron & Amy Stratton

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Session Meeting
7 pm (Library)

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH) Choir Practice
7:00pm (Music
Room)

Office Closed

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH)

Office Closed

Tai Chi 1-2:30pm (FH)

Contemporary Service 9 am (S)
Office Closed
Sunday School 9 and 11 am Preschool – 5th
In Observance of
(CE#7)
Martin Luther King
Bible Study 10:10am (L)
Traditional Service 11 am (S)
Middle School Youth Group 5-6:30 pm (CE#1)
High School Youth Group 6:30-8:00 pm
(CE#1)
Gale Teunissen
Jon Swearingen

Cherylyn & Thomas
Thornton

29 Congregational Meeting

31

30

Pancake Breakfast 8:30 am (S)
Unity Service 10 am (S)
Middle School Youth Group 5-6:30 pm (CE#1)
High School Youth Group 6:30-8:00 pm
(CE#1)
Richard & Alma Vierich
Robert & Louise Walker

James & Susan Walters

Chuck & Delores Tobin Chris Tolleson

Office Closed

Mona Vanderpool

Tavo & Chanda Vega

