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WORSHIP SERVICE -  Sundays @ 10:00am - in person and online 
COMMUNION & DEACON OFFERING - 1st Sunday of the month ~ Sunday,  October 5th 
CROSSWAYS BIBLE STUDY -  Begins Oct. 2nd, meeting on Thursdays 7pm-8:45pm 
TWO-CAN SUNDAY  - Oct. 12th, Donations for Lutheran Social Services Hunger Outreach 
FALL WORK PARTY - Fri. Oct 24th ( Inside only- Time TBD)  ~ Outside on Sat. Oct. 25th, 9am-12pm  
SEAT AND TREAT - Fri. Oct. 31st , Hand  out Halloween candy in front of  Children’s Bldg. 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings  
Did you attend worship on September 21, 2025?   
Some responses to this question might be: Wait, did 
we have worship on that day?  I thought we did that 
food packing event?  I don’t remember worshipping 
that day. 
 
In response to the Rise Against Hunger meal packing event held at MagPres on 
September 21st, I heard the following: It was really something and I was happy to 
spend a worship day in this way.  It was wonderful to be a part of something so 
positive.  Loved this worship day.  I think that Rise Against Hunger thing was the 
very best church thing I’ve ever done.  Such a great example of what the church 
can do when a lot of people pitch in a little. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis 
of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, 
but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is 
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
 
At MagPres, we were careful with our language about this event; we weren’t 
swapping out worship for this event.  Through this event, we were worshiping.   
So it was appropriate to plan this event for a Sunday morning at 10am.  Sure, it 
looked different than what Sunday mornings normally look like, but make no    
mistake, this was worship.  In our bulletins every week is printed “End of worship 
…beginning of service” but perhaps it is more appropriate to say, “End of service…
beginning of worship.” 
 
I pray you were inspired by the worship experience on Sept. 21st and hope you 
continue to worship, through your actions, all-day, every-day. 
 
Your all-day every-day worshipping Pastor,  
Paul 

       
   
  Mon. -Thur. 9am-3pm 
  Closed Lunch 12pm-1pm 
  Closed Friday’s 

    OCTOBER 2025 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
 
 
   

 
Falling into place… 
 

Rise Against Hunger event…fellowship and outreach for our membership 

Rising from the Ashes Campaign…sanctuary re-build decisions 

“Rise up oh men of God”…choir practice resumes 

“Rise and Shine and give God the glory glory”…Sunday School start 

Rising to restore housing for families in need…mission with Family Promise 

Rising to the task-Stewardship Committee starts the 2026 Budget 

process 

 

“He is not here; He has risen!”  Luke 24:6 

 

Melanie Nelson 

Clerk of Session 

                            For more info visit:  magpres.com/crossways  
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Don’t Miss 
Out !!! 

 

                  OCTOBER  

   MAGNOLIA CAFÉ 
    

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP 

 

       Provided by the  

      DEACONS 

    To everything there is a season, and a me to every purpose under the heaven: a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted. He hath 
made everything beautiful in his time. (Eccles. 3:1-2,11). 
         Just like that, summer is gone. I know, because the Canadian geese left last week. Multi-
ple flocks converged, their V formations briefly filling the sky as they headed south, following 
the river. A glorious, magnificent sight! As I gazed at their well-organized departure, it oc-
curred to me that these squawking, messy creatures with a brain the size of a walnut, must 
know something about thriving as a community that we humans do not.  
    It turns out, we can learn a lot from geese. 

First, they know when it’s time to take action. While their decision-making process has 
often been ascribed to that mysterious concept called instinct, scientists now contend geese 
simply notice that the days are shorter and nights are longer. It may also be that it’s getting 
colder, or there’s less food, but the simple truth is, it is time to get up and go.      

Secondly, geese are aware of the importance of encouragement. Their incessant honk-
ing in flight is not random. Communicating to others in the group, urging them onward, is a 
vital function in their way forward. 

Another important thing to note is that one leader is not expected to do it all. Dropping 
back for a while is known to be necessary for the long haul. Others seamlessly fill in when the 
leader needs to drop back and draft off the flapping motions of the others. He doesn’t quit 
flying, just recharges. Good news for you, Pastor Paul! 

A further amazing detail: geese have an amazing knowledge of physics. I always knew 
the V formation of their flight had aerodynamic purposes. There are 4 forces that affect how 
well an object flies. (Bear with me, there is a point here.) Weight/gravity and drag are the 2 
forces that impede progress. Thrust and lift make it possible to move forward and stay aloft.  
It turns out the spacing of the birds is intentional. They fly one wing’s width apart and one 
wing behind each other. This does two things. When in flight, their flapping creates a strong 
forward motion that pulls along the birds flying behind. One source referred to this as “vortex 
surfing." Wing flapping also creates little pockets of spinning air that produce lift. This also 
enables the other birds to keep on flying, minimizing drag and gravitational pull. The takea-
way here for humans is: are we producing lift and the opportunity for others to “vortex surf”?  
Or serving as a weight and impediment to the flight of fellow flock members?  

                                                                                                
                                                                                                  ...Continued on page 4 

VORTEX SURFING  
               ~By Laurie Mordue 
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VORTEX SURFING  ...continued from page 3 

 
  Lastly, geese work in community to protect and teach the next generation. In early summer, 
it is amazing to watch them swim as extended families. As you observe them, you notice how 
they swim in a row, led by adults; the youngest ones in the middle, followed by yet more 
adults. Several species of geese can often be seen traveling together and sharing their young-
sters’ supervision. As the summer nears its end, this year’s gaggle of goslings can be seen tak-
ing to the air for lessons in group flight and to build up their stamina. When the time comes 
to migrate, they learn the route to follow from the adults who have made the trip. Guided by 
the known pathways of rivers, mountains and other landmarks, the “youth” learn the way. Ex-
perimenting scientists have discovered that when young geese do not learn to migrate from 
their elders, they cannot do so later. They lose that ability; it is not instinctive, and they cannot 
find the way on their own. This carries important implications for us.  Proverbs 22:6 tells us 
"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
 As we look forward to fall and the holiday season, may we all find ways to uplift others, 
honk them some encouragement, and energize them by providing the opportunity to “vortex 
surf” in our journey together. 
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~~~~~~~~~  RISE AGAINST HUNGER EVENT  ~~~~~~~~~ 

 

                SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for children in grades Kindergarten through  
5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom 
during our 10:00 a.m. worship service. In-
person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nurse-
ry in Rm 9 at  10:20 a.m.  To join the fun via Zoom simply sign in to Zoom and use the Meeting ID: 
259885602  and the Password 7200    
Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play time. 

 OCTOBER MEMORY VERSE:   EXODUS 6:6  
Therefore, say to the Israelites, ‘I am the Lord. I’ll bring you out from Egyptian 

forced labor. I’ll rescue you from your slavery to them. I’ll set you free with great 
power and with momentous events of justice.  

SHORTENED PASSAGE:   
I’ll set you free with great power.  
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS                                                                    
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permis-
sion forms for the 2024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission                                                                                  
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in 
Room  8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect 
on zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

 ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going  

to magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/     
magpres).  Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to 

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to 
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the  
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
http://facebook.com/magpres


Monthly Issue: 2025-10                                                                        October  2025 

 

 

                                                                  ON A MISSION… 
The MagPres Mission Committee would like to extend an invitation to all to attend the Family 

Promise “Night Without A Bed” Family Learning Event. This year’s event will be held at First Unit-

ed    Methodist Church and includes a Dinner!  It’s a great opportunity to bring a friend to intro-

duce them to FP and the journey from homelessness to housed. 

OCT. 7th - Bushfire Kitchen - FPFundraiser 11am - 9pm, 5225 Canyon Crest, Riv.                                                     
 
OCT. 17th - Night Without A Bed Event - FP Fundraiser, 6:30pm-9pm,  
                     First United Methodist Church 
 
OCT. 25th - Free Pumpkin Patch & Festival, 12pm-3pm, 3689 Sunnyside Dr. Riv. 
 
NOV. 8th - Red Robin - FP Fundraiser, 1370 Galleria at Tyler, Riverside 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Worship Service 10am Sun. 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Nicholas French, 
      Musician 
Anna Tran, 
      Musician 
Michelle Knopf, 
       CE Leader 

SUNDAY ~  OCTOBER 12th 
 
Every 2nd Sunday of the month MagPres          
collects non-perishable food donations for       
Lutheran Social Services local food distribution.    
                 
            Thank you all for your generosity!  
 
Donations may be dropped off during Sunday Service  or during 
the church office hours Mon-Thur.  

Come join the Choir!  
Wednesday Nights 7:00pm 
In the Choir Room located in 
the Church Office. 





O C T O B E R  P R A Y E R  C A L E N D A R  

BIRTHDAYS 

2nd: Mary Josselyn 
3rd: Ron Phifer 
4th: Bonnie Kirby,  
            Heather Dickenson 
7th: Jody MacDonald 
            Margy Crowley 
9th: Dan Skipper 
            The Reverend Karn Griffen 
10th: Jaeson Robinson 
12th: Carol Young 
            Chris Duncan 
14th: Jeff Ludwig 
15th     Brian Nelson 
16th     Carla Smith 
17th     Ken Anderson 
19th     Kayla Crossen 
20th     Carlos Castro 
22nd: Lisa Mac Dougall 
            Michelle Knopf 
28th: Linda Bingham 
29th: Jeanette Prescott  
            Laurie Reidman 
            Liberty Mabena 
31st: Candy Bowman

ANNIVERSARIES 

1st: Dale & Sue P.. 
3rd: Tim & Jane P. 
4th: John & Sally R. 
10th: Jordan & Molly W. 
11th: Dale  & Stephanie F. 
24th: John & Grace M. 
27th: Jonathan & Conner W. 
30th: Larry & Lisa S.

October 2025 

  1  
Betty  
Rosenthal 

2 
Beverly 
Rousaville 

3 
Tom & Kathy 
Safford 

4 
Amanda 
Schlegel 

5 
Riverside  
Utilities 
Department 

6 
Julianne 
Schlegel 

7  
The Reverend  
Claire  
Schlegel 

8 
Alli 
Shaff 

9 
Evelyn 
Shea 

10 
Kris Shea 

11 
Saw 
Shein 

12 

Deacons 

13 
Diane 
Sieckmann 

14 
Roger & Susan 
Simmons 

15 
The  Sindaha 
Family 
 

16 
Bob & Carla 
Smith 

17 
Phil & Sally  
Smith 

18 
Shawn, Robin 
& Sydney Smith 

19 
Lutheran 
Social  
Services 

20 
The Spring 
Pearson  
Family 

21 
The Stiffler 
Family 

22 
John 
Swearingen 

23 
Thomas & 
Cherylyn 
Thornton 

24 
Alyssa 
Timoschuk 

25 
Chuck & 
Delores Tobin 

26 
Interfaith 
Council 

27 
Chris  
Tolleson 

28 
Phyllis 
Townsend 

29 
Alma 
Vierich 

30 
James &  
Susan Walters 

31 
Ray &  
Lorette Ward 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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