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COMMUNION & DEACON OFFERING - 1st Sunday of the month ~ Sunday,  September 7th 
WORSHIP SERVICE -  Sundays @ 10:00 am in person and online 
YARD SALE -  Saturday,  September  6th Church Parking Lot  8:00am - 2:pm 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL  - Sunday, September 7th  
RISE AGAINST HUNGER -  Sunday , September 21st 10:00-1:00  

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings  
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let 
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.” \ 
~Romans 12:1 New Living Translation  
As we turn the calendar toward September, it really does feel 
like summer is over.  Children are back in school, including my 
own two boys, morning and afternoon traffic has returned, 
causing me to choose my favored back road to get to work eve-
ry day.  Football has returned, meaning my Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays will look a little different.  Do you know what happens in September? 
 
In 2009, a group of people began celebrating “back to Church Sunday, a single day event 
dedicated to encouraging church members to invite friends and neighbors to church, aim-
ing to serve as a catalyst for greater community outreach and deeper engage-
ment” (backtochurch.com). 

Back to Church Sunday is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of September, or September 21 of 
this year, and to help you participate and invite friends and neighbors, we are doing some-
thing different.  Instead of our normal worship service, we are participating in a Rise 
Against Hunger event, where we will help bag 10,000 meals to help feed hungry people 
globally.  Some might describe us as doing this instead of worship, however, we view this 
as another way to worship.  I hope you will take up the challenge and invite a friend and 
neighbor to attend MagPres on September 21st so they too can participate in worship by 
helping to feed hungry people. 
 
Some of us have made it a regular practice to worship online and we are grateful to make 
that available to you.  We will not have an online option on September 21st and hope you 
will consider coming in-person that day to worship in this unique way. 
 
Not only do we have this special event on September 21st, we also have an Ice Cream So-
cial planned for after worship on September 7th.  If there was a way to include the online 
congregation in this social, I haven’t figured it out yet.  I hope you will consider attending in
-person on September 7th as well. 
 
As we return to familiar practices in different areas of our lives, I hope you will consider 
returning to in-person church attendance this September too. 
 
Your entering into September pastor, 
Paul  

       
  OFFICE HOURS 
  Mon. -Thur. 9am-3pm 
  Closed Lunch 12pm-1pm 
  Closed Friday’s 
 
  OFFICE CLOSED  
  September 1st Labor Day 
             
 
 

    SEPTEMBER 2025 
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Don’t Miss 

Out 
!!! 

  

      SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
 
     
In July, your session met for a Special         
Meeting to discuss the sanctuary building pro-
ject. A motion was presented to “put a pause 
on spending until developing a plan for fund-
ing.” A discussion of over an hour and a half 
took place to hear Elders’ voices in favor of 
and against the motion.  

 
Points in favor of this “pause” included an overview of the financial pic-
ture of this project (loan rates and payment figures); exploring other 
uses of the property for potential income sources; and increased oper-
ating costs.  
 
Points against “pause” included that we are too far into the project and 
there is a viable future for the plan as it stands now; a new sanctuary 
could generate income from other uses; and the risks of costs going up 
if the bid is not accepted in the time given.  
 
“Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like the wise man who built his house on 
the rock.”   Matthew 7:24 
 
Melanie Nelson       

          SEPTEMBER  

 

   MAGNOLIA CAFÉ 

 

       Provided by the 

 

 Buildings and Grounds              

        Committee 
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I hope you have enjoyed your summer and were able to connect with loved ones, friends, and 
possibly experience new places and people. God is good! 
 
At this time of year, we often think of children returning to school. What an amazing and awe-
some responsibility it is to prepare our children and youth to become capable adults, equipped 
for the future, a future that is changing fast and bringing unique challenges. 
 
Most children that you know are blessed to be born into economic stability, and into a loving, 
supportive, and secure family, but some children you may not know are born into hardship, 
uncertainty, and suffering. The Bible tells us Jesus gravitated towards those who were lacking 
what they needed, and he had a special place in his heart for children. 
 
Family Promise of Riverside recognizes the need to nurture and care for our children. As 
Christians, we also seek to follow Jesus’ example and love children. Thanks to your generosity, 
Magnolia Deacons set aside funds each month to help the children of Riverside experiencing 
homelessness. In addition to these funds, many from our church also contribute their own 
funds, time, and food. They read with the children, prepare or bring meals to the children and 
their families, and spend nights at a host church, so families will have shelter. Your love and 
compassion are appreciated so much! 
 
Every child deserves a home, a chance to build a future, and a loving community. May God 
bless and protect the children of Riverside and around the world. May He bring to their aid the 
help they need to thrive, and may they know His love. 
 
Lisa MacDougall 
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Come join the Choir!  
We meet Wednesday Nights Starting 
September 10th at 7:00pm 
in the Choir Room located in the 
Church Office. 

      SEPTEMBER SPECIAL DAYS 

 

     Labor Day - September 1 
 
 

    National Grandparents Day - Sept. 7 
 
 

    Patriot Day - September 11 
 
 

    First Day of Autumn - Sept. 22 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for children in grades Kindergarten through  
5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom 
during our 10:00 a.m. worship service. In-
person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at  10:20 a.m.  To join the fun via Zoom 
simply sign in to Zoom and use the Meeting ID: 259885602  and the Password 7200      
Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play time. 

 SEPTEMBER MEMORY VERSE:  GENESIS 39:2 
The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man and served in his Egyptian 

 master’s household. 
Shortened Passage:   

The Lord was with Joseph 
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS                                                                    
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permis-
sion forms for the 2024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission                                                                                  
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in 
Room  8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect 
on zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

 ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going  

to magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/     
magpres).  Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to 

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to 
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the  
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
http://facebook.com/magpres


Monthly Issue: 2025-9                                                                        September  2025 

 

 

The Yard Sale is sponsored by our FOM Committee with proceeds going to  the 
Rising from the Ashes fund.  Items may be brought the morning of the sale or dur-
ing the week before during office hours Monday -Thursday 9-3. 
Items brought ahead of time will be stored outside in back of the office building. 
We are not interested in large items of any kind (i.e. anything that one person 
can’t carry)   No need to price items as we will be bargaining with buyers. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Worship Service 10am Sun. 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Nicholas French, 
      Musician 
Anna Tran, 
      Musician 
Michelle Knopf, 
       CE Leader 

SUNDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 14 
Every 2nd Sunday of the month MagPres collects 
non-perishable food donations for Lutheran       
Social Services local food distribution.  Since our 
last uplook we collected over 355 Items plus $75 
in Stater Cards!  
                   Thank you all for your generosity!  
Donations may be dropped off during Sunday Service or during 
the church office hours Mon-Thur.  



      SEPTEMBER 2025 PRAYER CALENDAR 
      SUNDAY                MONDAY             TUESDAY                WEDNESDAY             THURSDAY             FRIDAY                SATURDAY        
 1 Brian & Melanie 

   Nelson           
2  Chris & Sasha 
     Nelson    

3 Donna Nelson 4  Makenzie  
    Nelson      

5  Chris & Sherry 
     Nettles 

6  Zach Ni 
 

7 Chamber of 
   Commerce             

8 The Nicholson  
     Family 

9  Judy O’Bier 10 Daniel & 
Tessa Paredes 

11 Jane Peden 
 

12 The Perez    
      Family                

13 Ron &      
Cornelia Phifer 

14 Nominating 
   Committee 

15   Gary & Pat 
      Platner 

16 Clarke & 
Jeanette Prescott 
 

17  Rosie          
      Quinones                                  

18 Chuck & 
   Carolyn Raughley   
 

19 Mel & Rhonda 
     Rehenke 
 

20 The Reidman 
     Family 
 

21  Riverside 
School District        
      

22 John & Sharon 
     Reinhardt 
 

23      Katie 
Reinhardt Sees 

24    Dave & 
Sandy Richards 

25 Jean Riggs 
    

26  The Robinson 
       Family           

27  Becky &  
  John Robledo 

28 Riverside 
     Plaza Shops      
    

29 Tom & Lauren 
      Rogers 
 

30 Claudia Roman 
 

    

 

                                                                                                   
        September Birthdays   

Craig MacDougall                        1st 
Jason Nicholson                          1st 
Laura Medrano                            1st 

Melaine Nelson                           12th 
Peter Manley                               12th 
Alma Vierich                                13th 

Carol Farmer                             17th 
Cherylyn Thornton                     17th 

Joey Contreras                          19th 
Allie Robinson                              5th 
Andi Mabena                                5th 
Kierstyn Cohen                            5th 
Mel Rehnke                                  6th 
Patric Na                                      8th 

Dave Richards                             14th 
Shawn Smith                               14th 
Becky Doshier                             15th 
Caitlyn Cohen                              15th 
Monique Mowry                           15th 

Norah Sachs                              19th 
Bob Smith                                   21st 
Adam Martinez                           23rd    
Diana Lewis                                26th 
Edith Grant                                 30th 

      September Anniversaries  

Steve & Jan McKee                     1st Jeff & Laurie Ludwig                     8th Ray & Loretta Ward                      9th 
Phil & Sally Smith                        2nd Wayne & Kristi Andrew                 9th Lance & Laurie Mordue              11th 

 

   BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES                                      
  
 

                                                                   
  



31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Communion Sunday

10am - Deacon Offering

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

11:15am - Ice Cream Social

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Worship Cmte

7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte

7pm - Choir Practice Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep 

10am - TWO-CAN Sunday

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

9am UpLook Mat'ls Due

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16

7pm - Deacon Meeting Session Mat'ls Due 9am

7pm - Choir Practice

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Rise Against Hunger 

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Choir Practice Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
MAGPRES SEPTEMBER 2025 CALENDAR
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