Magnolia Presbyterian Church
The UpLook

DECEMBER 2024

DEACON OFFERING - First Sunday of the month ~SUN. December 1st

YOUTH GROUP - Meets Sundays After Church

TWO-CAN SUNDAY - Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ Sunday November 8th

What’s your favorite symbol of Christmas? Is it the tree (which points up to heaven and
whose leaves remain green all year, a symbol of God’s gift of eternal life)? Or is it the
star (which brings light and leads the way)? Is it Christmas lights (which represents Je-
sus who is the Light of the World)? Maybe it is the candy cane (in the shape of a J to
represent Jesus and the stripes which represent Jesus’ blood which makes us clean)?
For a long time, my favorite symbol was the gift (representing Jesus as God’s gift
to the world but also the gifts the Magi brought). Partly it is because | was born on
Christmas (yes, December 25, 41 years ago) and the idea that everyone gets a
gift on my birthday is heartwarming.

For the last few years, the symbol that wrapped my attention was the partially
burnt manger that somehow survived the fire that irreparably damaged our sanctu-
ary. The symbolism of this item surviving and still in use as a decoration is heart-
warming and encouraging, even if it is unlikely that Jesus was placed in a wooden
feeding trough (see https://content.wtsbooks.com/shopify/

pdf links/9780830825684.pdf and read the first chapter of Ken Bailey’s book
where he describes what the first Christmas was most likely to have been).

But this year, the symbol | am most looking forward to seeing is the empty advent
calendar. Each year, my children dutifully experience each of the final 24 days of
advent by opening a new door revealing a gift/treat, as they wait and anticipate
Christmas.

On Christmas Eve, when we celebrate as a faith community that Jesus was born,
it is immediately preceded by the empty advent box. Not only is it an accomplish-
ment for my children to have completed the calendar, but it is permission for me to
celebrate.

As we wait, prepare for, and anticipate Christ’s eventual 2nd coming, we also an-
ticipate, wait, prepare for, and celebrate Christ’s first coming, which changed our
world forever.

In my home, we use Lego advent calendars. What kind of advent calendar might
you use this year?

Your waiting, preparing, and anticipating Pastor,
Paul
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Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD),

With December 31%, 2024, fast approaching some may need to
take their Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from their IRA.
If you are fortunate enough to be in this position, you can make a
direct donation to the church through a QCD. You would still have
the ability to direct as to how the gift would be used e.g., used for
your pledged giving for 2024, in advance of the 2025 pledge, to
the Rising of the Ashes building fund or any other use that you
may designate for the church.

The advantages of doing this through a Qualified Charitable Dis-
tribution (QCD) are:

It can substitute to meet your RMD obligation for the year
through a direct transfer to a nonprofit organization.

You can direct up to $105,000 annually from your IRA.
QCD’s do not count as taxable income, whereas an RMD a
would. This can be advantageous even if you do not itemize
deductions. You can still take advantage of the standard de-

duction and not have taxable income from an RMD. \
You can qualify to direct a QCD when you are 70 1/2 years

old.

If this 1s something that you would like to take advantage
of simply reach out to your IRA administrator who can
send your QCD directly to MagPres.

Your IRA administrator may need information as to where
to send funds, if that is the case, please reach out to me and
I can help you with that information.

| R ez ‘V

Jeff Ludwig
Treasurer — MPC
Endowment committee
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

S Advent: a four-week season of
. 5 | Anticipation and preparation
v } i, for the birth and return of Jesus
R )V WE

g A SEASSN OF EXPECTATION
8 O (N

Your Elders on Session are also preparing, by...
providing community involvement opportunities;
developing meaningful worship services through
music and lessons, and the “old old story’;

making sure our campus is safe and prepared to

tell that story; creating a favorable environment

to teach the story to our Sunday School kids;
reminding us to be good stewards and that we

have “Enough”; and bringing fellowship events
during advent to gather our church family together.

“Prepare Ye the way of the Lord” Luke 3:4

Merry Christmas!!
Melanie Nelson
Clerk of Session
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Join us for a joyous
Advent Service of

—

"RISING FROM THE ASHES”

Thank you to everyone who came out on October 25th to dine and support our latest
fundraiser at "Little Green Onion" we raised $345.19 for the new building fund
Stay tuned for the next opportunity to join in the fun and dine out!
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You will find a newborn baby

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children in grades Kindergarten through
5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom during our 10:00
a.m. worship service.

In-person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at
10:20 a.m.

To join the fun via Zoom simply sign in to Zoom

and use the Meeting ID: 259885602

and the Password 7200

Sunday School includes: Bible lessons,Songs, crafts, and play
time.

December memory verse: Luke 2:12

You will find a newborn baby ...lLying in a manger (Luke 2:12)
Full Passage: This is a sign for you: you will find a new-
born baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.

HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES

Please take advantage of these convenient

P Giving Opportunities:
eace DONATE: Check or cash in offering plate or
Joy

»

dropped off in the office

BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring donations
with your bank bill pay

ONLINE: Visit our website at
www.magpres.com/give
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REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH

CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS

Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com).

0 = Do you have a child/youth? We are accepting updated Student Permission
q forms for the 21024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit
(‘ ‘)} www.magpres.com/permission
y Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions
l | CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the choir room
-
L 9 /‘ SCOUT TROOP 16: Meets Monday nights at 7:oopm in the Fireside Room.

| Q+®

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten
thru 5™ grade is offered during our 20am worship service in-person in Room
8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room g. If you would like to connect on
zoom, please use this link: Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200

(0(0)0

/

Wt

" MATTHEW 2:2, NRSV *

“WHERE 1S THE CHILD WHO HAS
4¢SM3C 3H1 10 INDI NY0G N334

ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going tomagpres.com/watch or visiting our Fa-
cebook page (facebook.com/magpres).
Services are archived for you to watch later (or again!)

STANDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWO-CAN SUNDAY: On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or
Boxes of food to be donated to Lutheran Social Services of Southern California
to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the good work as we continue loving our neighbors
who are hungry!

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS: Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in
the church office. Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm). Whether you are buying as a gift or to
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale! How nice--give twice!

CHURCH DIRECTORIES: Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS OFFERING. Thisis a
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship. Your gift, large or
small, is a gift of kindness.

COMMUNION: First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service. For those
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL: Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the
Welcome Table) and in the church office. Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor.
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“Let us now go to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has come
to pass; which the Lord has

made known to us.”

Luke 2:15; NKJV

Come join the Choir! We meet

oo N Wednesday Nights at 7:00
A § %’ In the Choir room located in the
Praise the LORD! Sing to Church Office.

the LORD a rew sorig.

Psalrrr 7E9:7, NRSV

The Deacons Thank You
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Church Office Hours
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Closed 12-1pm Lunch
Closed Friday

Magnolia Presbyterian
Church Staff

The Rev. Paul Knopf
Pastor

Lisa Gulino
Administrative Assistant

James Walters
Trad. Music Dir. / Organist

John Wright
Choral Director

Cynthia Wright
Pianist/Accompanist

Allison Robinson
Nursery Attendant
Jaeson Robinson
Youth Leader
Robbie Yates,
Audio-Video Tech
Michelle Knopf,
Interim CE Leader
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DECEMBER 8th

Every 2nd Sunday of the
month MagPres collects
non-perishable food dona-
tions for Lutheran Social
Services local food distri-
bution. Last month we
collected over 140 items!

Thank you all for

your generosity!
Donations may be dropped
off during Sunday Service
or in the church office.

December 2024

X % %

The Youth Group will
be meeting after

Church on Sundays
11:30-1:30

In the CE building
youth room

Jaeson Robinson

Youth Leader
%X ¥k X%
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DECEMBER 2024 Prayer Calendar

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Nominating 2 Mark & Sarah | 3 Carlos Castro 4 Martina Catton | 5SAaron, Deanna 6 Kathy & Neil 7 Sandy Cooper
Committee Brooks Kierstyn, Caitlin & Cohen
Parker Cohen
8 MagPres 9 Brad & Lori 10 Chris & 11 Donna 12 Kayla 13 David & Margy | 14 Sharon Deleal
Corporate Copeland Marge Cox Crossen Crossen Crowley
Officers
15 Financial 16 Anne Denham | 17 Hannah 18 Richard & 19 Becky 20 Mike & Janet |21 Tammy &
Secretaries Dickenson Heather Doshier Doshier Chris Duncan
Dickenson
22 Deacons 23 Alice Ehlers 24 Joyce Ehlers 25 Carol Farmer | 26 Bruce Ferrel 27 Janet Field 28 Jerry Fisher
Elanor Miller Danielle Good
29 Session 30 Brenda 31 Leah,
Flowers Nicholas, Travis
French

BIRTHDAYS

Eric Brandenberger 3rd
Rev. Claire Schlegel 7th
Andrew (AJ) Knopf 12th
Travis French 18th

Jeremy and Janelle Anderson 13th

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

December Birthdays
Adrian (AJ) Belangeri 19th

Chris Cox 19th
Brenda Flowers 22nd
Thomas Thornton 24th

December Anniversaries

Daniel and Karrie Brooks 13th

ANNIVERSARIES

Rev. Paul Knopf 25th
Ann Brady 28th
Gavin Manley 28th
Kristina Andrew 30th

Roger and Susan Simmons  19th



MagPres Master Calendar - December 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1] L2 | (s L4 s | L6 L7 ]
10am - Communion Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 11am - Bender Memorial [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Deacon Offering 7pm - Choir Practice 5pm - EEEAC
10am - Worship Service
10:15am - Children's Sunday

L8 L8 10 ] E 12 SER 14 ]
10am - TWO-CAN Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Committee Potluck [ Session Mat'ls Due 9am ] [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Worship Service 7pm - All Committees Meet 7pm - Choir Practice 5pm - EEEAC 4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep
10:15am - Children's Sunday 7pm - Deacon Meeting

[ | 6 | o7 BER BER (20 BN
10am - Worship Service ['QaTUBLo_oFME{"Is_Dﬁ 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice (‘Office Closed )| 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 5pm - EEEAC

(| =N ez = % | A =N
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 5pm - Christmas Eve Service [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 5pm - EEEAC

25 =N En ] (2 (3 e
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 5pm - EEEAC
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