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DEACON OFFERING - First Sunday of the month ~ SUN.  October 1st 
YOUTH  GROUP - Meets Sundays After Church 
TWO-CAN SUNDAY -  Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ Sunday October 13th 
ESTATE PLANNING - Darling Law Office Estate Planning Presentation ~ SUN. OCT 20th 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

OCTOBER 2024 

The office is open  

Mon-Thur (closed Fri) 

9am-3pm 
(closed for lunch 12pm-1pm 

 

 

When I began as a pastor at MagPres, I was surprised to hear that we did 
a trunk-or-treat and haunted house on Halloween.  I had grown up in 
traditions that frowned on any recognition of this secular and sometimes 
evil celebration.  The main reason for their disapproval was that it felt 
hypocritical: a Christian group/church recognizing a holiday dedicated to 
ghosts, ghouls, and demons. 
In the Old Testament, one of the people of Is-
rael’s greatest sins was that they were syncre-
tistic; they combined the worship of God with 
the worship of other gods. 
But in the above passage in 2nd Kings, comes this curious passage where 
the Aramean/foreign General Naaman, who is a new believer in the God 
of Israel, has this civic ritual that the person in his role needs to per-
form.  And Elisha the prophet absolves him: “Go in peace.” 
When we offer our Trunk-or-treat and Haunted House, we aren’t engag-
ing in the worship of evil or ghosts or demons, we are engaging in a civic 
ritual.  We are providing a safe and meaningful space for the community 
to participate in something they would do anyway; why not do it here at 
MagPres.  Now, instead of being surprised that we offer these things, I 
am proud to be a part of a church that reaches 
out to the community in this way. 
What are you doing in the early evening of Octo-
ber 27th?  I hope you will join with others in our 
church to create a safe space for the community 
to participate in this annual ritual. 
   
Your non-syncretistic pastor, 
Paul 

syncretism  noun 
syn·cre·tism  \siŋ-krə-ti-zəm\ 
the combination of different 
forms of belief or practice 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

And I pray that the LORD will forgive me for 
this: When my master goes to the temple of 
Rimmon to worship that false god, he will want 
to lean on me for support. So I must bow down 

in the temple of Rimmon. I ask the LORD now to forgive me when that happens.” 
Then Elisha said to Naaman, “Go in peace.” ~ 2 Kings 5:18-19 

PS - The Youth Group is offering games as 
part of the Trunk-or-treat instead of the 
Haunted House this year. 
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 October 2024 Special Days 
 Some of the special days celebrated in October are: 
 

• World Communion Sunday — October 6, 2024 
 

• Pastor/Clergy Appreciation Sunday — October 13, 2024 
 

• Columbus Day observed — October 14, 2024 
 
• Indigenous Peoples Day — October 14, 2024 
•  
• Reformation Sunday — October 27, 2024 
 
• Reformation Day — October 31, 2024 

 
 

     
 Galatians 5:22 reminds us:  “The Holy Spirit will bear the fruit of peace in our 
lives if  We live in continual communion with him.” 
     One of the things I do to foster this continual  communion is to remember 
one of my ite prayers: The Prayer of St. Francis. “Lord, make me an instru-
ment of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; despair, hope; darkness, light; sadness, joy. O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be under-
stood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we re-
ceive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. “                                                                Holly Goulet Perez 

With all of the discord happening now in our country 
and world, and sometimes even in our own personal 
relationships, we may come to realize that so much of 
it is really far beyond our control.  The only thing we 
can do is try to keep our side of  the street clean. 
the street clean. 
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145 Years of Blessings and Service
 

Happy 145th anniversary to….us!  Four years before the incorporation of Riverside as a town and 
fourteen years before the formation of Riverside County, our church began in 1879. 
 
Interest in starting a new church was first noted in discussions among Mr. S. C. Evans, Mr. D. W. McLeod, and 
Mr. Chester A. Crosby.  At that time, our area was part of the Southern California Colony Association in the 
County of San Bernardino, in which Mr. Crosby and his business partner owned a controlling interest.  In 1885, 
they had laid out Magnolia Avenue with its divided road and parkway, one of the first of its kind in the country.  
They had planned to line the full length of the street with magnolia trees, but the cost was too prohibitive.   
  
Early in 1879, a group of ten Presbyterians met together at the Evans' home on Magnolia Avenue.  Six of them 
were pioneers from back east that had come to settle here.  The other four were from Colton.  They worked on the 
necessary steps for organization of the new church with the Presbytery of Los Angeles, which was a two day trip 
away by horse and buggy.     
 
On November 9, 1879, our church was "duly organized" as the "First Presbyterian Church of Arlington, Califor-
nia."  Its first location was in the Sunnyside Schoolhouse on West Central Avenue in Riverside, but they planned 
to move and become part of a new community to be called Arlington, which had a focal point at Magnolia and Ar-
lington Avenues.  Mr. Crosby described that day, stating, "Mr. and Mrs. Evans drove us with their team and top 
surrey through a two-inch rain storm and a foot of adobe mud to the Sunnyside Schoolhouse where we met the 
other charter members."  Two ministers from Los Angeles came out to assist in the service that first day.   
The first minister, Reverend A. G. Lane, was an interim pastor who preached for the Colton Church on Sunday 
mornings.  Then he rode out to Riverside on horseback to conduct the service at our church on Sunday afternoons. 
 
The land for the church building at our present location on Magnolia Avenue was purchased in January, 1880, at 
$439.25, which included fees for transfer and recording of the deed.  It was finished on April 24, 1881.   The total 
cost of the lot, building, organ, and carpet was $4,766.90.   To keep within the budget, it was decided they should 
rent the pews, and members were asked to help pay with weekly offerings.  The organ had to be hand pumped, and 
the organist was paid $2 per week.   
The new church was entirely surrounded by orange groves.  If the area near the church had just been irrigated, the 
congregants would have to wade through mud to get to mid week prayer meetings.  Only one house could be seen 
from our church grounds, and the street cars that passed by were pulled by mules.  Thousands of sheep, guarded by 
dogs and shepherds, grazed in the surrounding neighborhood.   
 
In 1914, the name of our church changed to Magnolia Avenue Presbyterian Church.   It later became the Magnolia 
United Presbyterian Church, and today goes by Magnolia Presbyterian Church.  I have been told that our church is 
the oldest in Riverside that is still in use.     
 
Thanks and praise be to God for 145 years of enduring history and service to Him.  We are so 
richly blessed.  May we continue to glorify His name in all that we do.    
 
(Information is from the Magnolia Presbyterian Church brochure, " 
Our First 100 Years.") 
 
 
Jan McKee 
"Unofficial" Church Historian    
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          "RISING FROM THE ASHES”         

 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out on September 9th to 
dine and support our latest fundraiser at "Blaze Pizza"  

we raised $164.85 for the new building fund! 
Stay tuned for the next opportunity to join in the fun and dine out! 

CALLING  ALL  VOLUNTEERS! 
Our trusty Office Admin could use the help of a rotating crew of  
volunteers one morning a month to get out the UpLook newsletter,  and 
other fantastic activities you can do while seated in the most comfortable 
chair in the office! 
If you think you could offer your help monthly or even just occasionally, 
please email  Church@MagPres.com and let us know your possible availa-

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS    
     
 
 
 
swing 
 
Your 
 
swing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session committees are in 
full swing leading in to fall 
and beyond!   
Your Clerk of Session 
will be back in the 
swing of things for the 
November issue…  
   
 Melanie Nelson      
 Clerk of Session  

mailto:church@Magpres.com
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Hello MagPres! This fall our Sunday School children are studying the book of Genesis, 
including the stories of creation, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, and Jacob 
and Esau. Through songs, memory verses, crafts, games, and video lessons, our chil-
dren worship God and learn God's Word.  

                                                              October 27th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES 

 
Please take advantage of these        
convenient Giving Opportunities: 

DONATE: Check or cash in offering 
plate or dropped off in the office 

BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring 
donations with your bank bill pay 

ONLINE:  Visit our website at  
   www.magpres.com/give 

U.S. MAIL: Send check via US Mail 
to our address at 7200 Magnolia 
Avenue, Riverside, CA 92504 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for children in grades Kindergarten 
through 5th grade is offered In-Person and via 
Zoom during our 10:00 a.m. worship service.   
In-person children will 
meet in Rm 8  and Nursery 
in Rm 9 at  10:20 a.m.   
Those attending via Zoom 
simply sign in to Zoom 
and use the Meeting ID: 
259885602   
and the Password 7200  
to  join the fun. 
Sunday School includes  
Bible lessons, songs, crafts, and play time.  
 
   
Our memory verse for October is  Genesis12:3 
All the families of the earth will be blessed   
because of you 
  
For more advanced Bible scholars, the full 
verse is: 
I will bless those who bless you, those who 
curse you I will curse; all the families of 
the earth will be blessed because of you. 
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS                                                                     

  Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permission 
forms for the 21024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission                                                                                  
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room.   
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in Room  
8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect on 
zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going to  
magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/magpres).   
Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or 
Boxes of food to be donated  
to Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” are on page 7 
(great way to keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the  
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or stranger. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres


Monthly Issue: 2024-10                                                                 October 2024 Page 7 

 

    NEW  
  DEVOTIONAL BIBLE STUDY 
   Matthew Chapters 5-7 
 AMAZED AT HIS TEACHINGS 

When:   Monday evenings 6:30-8:00 pm   
       September 30 to November 18th 

  
 

 
 
 

NOW HIRING! 
K-5 CHILDREN’S EDUCATION LEADER 
At their March meeting, Session members approved creating a new paid staff position of K-5 Christian    
Education Leader. This person will help us achieve our goal of nurturing the children at MagPres and grow-
ing the numbers in our children’s program. We need someone committed to that goal to be the  coordinator, 
point of contact, and leader of the volunteers to make it happen.  
Some of the responsibilities will include ordering and organizing curriculum and supplies, recruiting and 
scheduling Sunday School teachers, communicating with families and the wider community, and coordinat-
ing special events such as Vacation Bible School. Compensation will be based on an expected average of 10 
hours per week, some weeks less, some more.  
***Thank you to Michelle Knopf for filling in as the interim CE Leader!*** 
If you or someone you know would like to interview for a position, contact: Jeanette Prescott (Chair of the  
Personnel Committee) at 951-237-9031 or by email at  Personnel@magpres.com 

 
Come join the Choir! We meet 
Wednesday Nights at 7:00 
In the Choir room located in the 
Church Office. 

What:     “Amazed at His Teaching” is a devotional on the Sermon on the Mount written by Domi-
nic Zarecki.  This seven-week Bible study devotional will examine how the Sermon on the Mount 
has served as a Christian’s  conscience for over 2000 years. 
The “Amazed at His Teaching” devotion is available on Amozon for $5.99.  If you are unable to 
order it, the devotional may be obtained from the author’s father, John Zarecki, who will be leading 
the study. 
Please let the office know if you will be attending, or call John Zarecki at 508-858-9177 

mailto:Personnel@magpres.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

James Walters 
    Trad. Music Dir. / Organist 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Michelle Knopf, 
      Interim CE Leader 

 
 
 
 
 

* * * 

The Youth Group will 
be meeting after 

Church on Sundays 
11:30-1:30 

 In the CE building 
 youth room 

Jaeson Robinson  
Youth Leader 

* * * 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY  
 

 
 
 
 

OCT 13th 
Every 2nd Sunday of the 
month MagPres collects 
non-perishable food dona-
tions for Lutheran Social 
Services local food distri-
bution.  Last month we col-
lected over 78  items!
Thank you all for your  
generosity!  
Donations may be dropped 
off during Sunday Service 
or in the church office.  



October 2024 MagPres Calendar



October 2024 Prayer Calendar

     Claudia Roman      Tom & Kathy  
    Safford 

     Amanda Schlegel      Julianne Schlegel      Rev Claire 
     Schlegel 

     BAG Committee      Ali Shaff      Evelyn Shea      Kris Shea      Saw Shein      Diane Sieckmann      Roger & Susan 
 Simmons 

    C.E. Committee       the Sindaha 
 Family 

      Bob & Carla Smith      Phil & Sally Smith      the Shawn Smith 
     Family 

     Spring-Pearson 
 Family 

     The Stiffler 
   Family 

      Endowment 
      Committee 

     Cherylyn Thornton      Alyssa Timoshuk      Chuck & Delores 
   Tobin 

     Chris Tolleson      Phyllis Townsend      Alma Vierich 

     FOM Committee      James & Susan 
      Walters 

29  Ray & Loretta
      Ward 

30 Margie Watson 31 John Wayne

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY WEDNESDAY SATURDAY 

1 3 2 5 4 

13 

6 11 12 10 8 9 7 

16 17 18
 

15 14 19 

21
 

20 

28 

23
 

22 24
 

25
 

26
 

27
 

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

Mary Josselyn 2nd 
Ron Phifer  3rd 
Bonnie Kirby 4th 
Heather Dickenson 4th 
Jody MacDonald  7th 
Margy Crowley  7th 
Dan  Skipper 9th 
Ken Anderson 17th 
Jaeson Robinson  10th 
 

Giovanny & Monica Perez   5th 
Peter  & Michelle Manley  17th 

Daniel Paredes & Tessa Isla-Paredes 20th 
Eric & Anna Brandenberger                    21st

John& Connie Jackson  21st 
Ron & Cornelia Phifer 22nd 

Carol Young  12th 
Chris Duncan 12th 
Jeff Ludwig  14th 
Brian Nelson 15th 
Carla Smith  16th 
Ken Anderson 17th 
Kayla Crossen 19th 
Caros Castro 20th 

King Williams 22nd 
Lisa MacDougall 22nd 
Michelle Knopf 22nd 
Linda Bingham 28th 
Jeanette Prescott 29th 
Laurie Reidman 29th 
Liberty Mabena 29th 
David Crowly 30th 
Candy Bowman 31st 


