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DEACON OFFERING - First Sunday of the month ~ SUN. AUG 4th 
YOUTH END- OF- SUMMER POOL PARTY - SUN. AUG 4th 
TWO-CAN SUNDAY -  Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ SUN. AUG 11th 
ESTATE PLANNING - Darling Law Office Estate Planning Presentation ~ SUN. OCT 20th 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

SUMMER 2024 

*****OFFICE HOURS***** 
The office is open  

Mon-Thur (closed Fri) 

9am-3pm 
(closed for lunch 12pm-1pm) 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS    
Every two years, the General Assembly of our denomination (the Presbyterian Church (USA)) meets 
to discern what God is calling the church to do and to be while also setting priorities for the de-
nomination and establishing relationships with other ecumenical bodies.  It is the highest council/
governing body in our church (the other councils include a Session which oversees an individual 
congregation, a presbytery which oversees the churches and pastors within its bounds, often a 
geographic region, and a synod which oversees the presbyteries in a particular geographic region) 
The General Assembly met in late June-early July in Salt Lake City, Utah and here is a sum-
mary of some of the decisions that were made: 
-The Rev. Jihyun Oh, was elected and installed as the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
(she is the first woman elected to the position and the first Korean American to hold the 
denomination’s highest office) 
-The Rev. Cece Armstrong and the Rev. Tony Larson were elected as Co-Moderators of the 
226th General Assembly, and because of changes in the Standing Rules for the General 
Assembly, also the 227th General Assembly 
-an Overture from Riverside Presbytery, labeled Christian Formation 1 (or CF-1) was ap-
proved, asking the denomination to research, fund, and provide uniquely presbyterian cur-
riculum for English speaking churches (currently the denomination provides Spanish and 
Korean curriculum but stopped producing English curriculum) 
-a controversial item labeled Polity 1 (or POL-1) was approved and will be sent to the pres-
byteries for ratification.  An overly simplistic description of this item is that if approved, it 
will add to the Book of Order two things: 1) to F-1.0403 the inclusion of the words “gender 
identity, sexual orientation” which will result in: “In Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God 
unites persons through baptism, regardless of race, ethnicity, age, sex, [gender identity, 
sexual orientation,] disability, geography, or theological conviction.” and 2) to G-2.0104b 
the words “and in the principles of participation, representation, and non-discrimination 
found in F-1.0403.”  The result of this second part is that before a person is ordained and/or 
installed, the examination of the person’s readiness should include an inquiry into what 
they believe on this topic of inclusion. 
Although there was a lot more that was done, these were some of the big decisions that 
were made. 
I had the privilege to attend the General Assembly in my role as the Stated Clerk of River-
side Presbytery.  In addition to seeing old friends/colleagues and making new ones, my 
favorite parts of the General Assembly were:  1) the levity present in the midst of difficult 
decisions (there were multiple dance breaks, lots of laughter, and many, many smiles), 2) 
the work of discernment and witnessing the Spirit at work through the presbyterian pro-
cess,  and 3) the recognition that God has a purpose for the unique and distinguished ex-
pression of Christianity that is Presbyterian, expressed through the hope and participation 
of young people (18-30 year olds) who fully participate in the life of the church. 
What changes will this most recent General Assembly bring to our congregation?  Let us 
wait and see. 
Your hope-filled Pastor, 
Paul 

SURVEY SAYS… 
Darling Law Office will present 
a free Estate Planning Semnar 

at MagPres in the Fall!!! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
OCTOBER 20th 

 
~ STAY TUNED ~ 

MORE DETAILS  TO FOLLOW!! 
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 “A new commandment I give you: Love one   
another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one  

 another” (John 13:34-35 NIV). 
 
 

 
As Deacons, we take this direction from Jesus literally. Our main task 
is to care for our congregation. A few of the ways we care for others 
are by regularly reaching out to members in our Flocks, making  
hospital visits, taking prayer requests, checking in on members in 
need of support, serving communion, and donating food to various  
local groups. Deacons also prepare for bereavement services, send 
cards to congregants, compile baskets of food for distribution, as well 
as respond to needs as they arise. The Deacons are here to show care 
and compassion to the congregation.  
If a need arises, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your Deacon.  
The updated Flock lists can be found on the online church directory. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Tammy Duncan 

 
 
 

 

 
~FOM~ 

 
The Fellowship, Outreach & 

Membership committee would 
like to recognize and thank the          

following people and committees: 
 

 
~The Deacons, Missions, Christian Education, Worship and Stewardship & Endowment committees for 
Magnolia Café! 
~The bringers of soup, bread or dessert for Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday and those who 
helped set up or clean up! 
~The Raughley's for helping set up for the picnic and to Everal Hathaway, Mary Lee and Kris & Evelyn 
Shea for helping clean up after the picnic. And to everyone else who helped with the picnic! 
~Ann Laudermilk, Mary Lee, Candy Bowman, Diana Lewis, Carla Smith and the Kings for hosting the 
Summer Solstice Progressive dinner! 
~Laura Medrano for hosting the Wednesday morning July meet-ups. Her inviting table, homemade 
treats, & conversation are a wonderful blessing to all who attend! 
~Laura Medrano, Holly Goulet-Perez, Candy Bowman,  
Evelyn Shea and Kris Tolleson for their work on the FOM committee! 
   With Gratitude, 
   Heather Dickenson, Chair of FOM 
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DESIGN TEAM ~ BUILDING & GROUNDS UPDATE  

  
JUNE / JULY 2024 - Update from the BAG Committee: 
     As many of you have seen, the new semi-permanent fencing has been installed and 
is working well to keep our space safe and protecting our new clean lot.  We also had 
our landscape sprinkler contractor run a new 1-1/2” main line to tie into the existing 
sprinkler system for the well project which Tim Lewis has included an update on 
(below). There were additional repairs to make the sprinklers for our parking lot 
planters operational again as well as the system watering our pine & oak trees. 
     We have also been busy working on the Rental houses replacing /repairing a new 
front door and new screen doors for the front and back doors for 7225 Potomac, and 
we are working on changing all the ceiling fans with new LED fan light combos with 
remotes.  In addition, we replaced all the old buzzing fluorescent light fixtures with 
dimmable LED lights and we replaced all switches to dimmable with new cover plates. 
New GFI’s were installed where necessary, and we replaced several non-working out-
lets for the garage and house residents at 7215 Potomac. 
     The Contracts and Design Team met again this month and we are making progress, 
however, we are still waiting on the architect to make some adjustments to bring us 
within budget.  We should have a complete package to present soon!   
 
The Design Team thanks you for your continued patience and prayers!  
 
Ann Laudermilk, Tim Lewis, David King, Melissa Holden, Brenda Flowers, Pastor Paul, 
and Heather Dickenson  
 

 
JULY 2024 - WELL UPDATE 

WMWD has recently installed landscaping for the area  
between the main parking lot and Magnolia Avenue over 
by the Well Site. This includes a Magnolia Tree that the 
City wanted, plus 3 Crepe Myrtles, all of which are now 
blooming.  The drought-resistant ground cover is also 
in.  Many thanks to Scott Ross of Levi’s Landscaping, for 
his work in reestablishing our water valves and sprinkler 
control box so that the Well Site area would have water 
and electric connection to the well site irrigation needs. 
He also reconnected water service to the islands and veg-
etation around the front of the church office building and set us up for our future Sanctuary irri-
gation needs. He has offered to reset up the watering around the front of the historic Worship 
Center and we are working with him to get that done.    
 
We are still awaiting the WMWD’s approval of their EIR (Environmental Impact Report) for the 
balance of their job: installation of the pump equipment, wall around the pump, and installation 
of piping down Magnolia Avenue to their existing water pipe connection.  In the meantime time, 
we can appreciate the flowering trees and plants!    ~ Tim Lewis  
 

"RISING FROM THE ASHES”  
 

Thank you to everyone who came out on July 1st to dine and support our latest fundraiser! 
Our latest fundraiser at "Habit Grill" restaurant  raised $165.00 for the new building fund! 

  
     Stay tuned for the next opportunity to join in the fun and dine out! 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS   
  
In the May Uplook, I listed the responses the Elders 
had to “where do you envision Magnolia to be in 3-5 
years?”  
In June, Elders were charged to discern the 2  
most important ones to focus on. 
 
And those chosen are: EVANGELISM  &  OUTREACH  
 
Elders were encouraged to list 3 things they could commit to in order to support 
and practice outreach and evangelism. 
 
Next up: Developing a plan for implementation 
 
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.   
Ask the Lord of the  harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest  
field.”    Matthew 9:37-38 

   
Session rested in July.   
 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and  
 burdened, and I will give you rest.”  
 Matthew 11:28 
  

   Session highlights will return in September!!! 
 

Melanie Nelson - Clerk of Session 
 

 
 
 
 

  Magnolia is in need of one more Commissioner to Presbytery for the 2024-2025 session. Magnolia 
is entitled to 3 voting Commissioners and it is very important to both Magnolia and our Presbytery 
that we exercise this right to vote all 3. Currently, we have two Ruling Elders, Eric Brandenberger 
and Cherylyn Thornton who have been elected by Session. Commissioners only need be an Or-
dained Ruling Elder, does not need to currently be on Session. 

If you are interested in a more active role in our Presbytery or would simply like 
more information, please contact Clerk of Session, Melanie Nelson at (951) 733-5117. 

GOT PLANS?  On The Following Saturdays? 
  Sep 14th  &  Nov 9th 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
Dear Church Family,  The Christian Education Committee is seeking volunteers  to 
teach Sunday School.  It can be  for one week at a time or more. Individuals / couples or 
friends / youth under the age of 18--all are welcome.   
Contact Christian Education Committee Chair, Eric Brandenberger, at  
ebsoutherncal@gmail.com  or the church office.  
Thank you all for your prayerful consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES 
 

Please take advantage of these        
convenient Giving Opportunities: 

DONATE: Check or cash in offering 
plate or dropped off in the office 

BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring 
donations with your bank bill pay 

ONLINE:  Visit our website at  
   www.magpres.com/give 

U.S. MAIL: Send check via US Mail 
to our address at 7200 Magnolia 
Avenue, Riverside, CA 92504 

YOU  CAN  HELP... 

CALLING  ALL  VOLUNTEERS! 
Those of you who have always dreamed of a career of stuffing   
newsletters and applying address labels--your time has come!   

Our trusty Office Admin could use the help of a rotating crew of  
volunteers one morning a month to get out the UpLook newsletter,  and other 
fantastic activities you can do while seated in the most comfortable chair in 
the office! 
If you think you could offer your help monthly or even just occasionally, please 
email  Church@MagPres.com and let us know your possible availability (best 
days of the week & times).  Thank you!! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children in grades Kindergarten 
through 5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom dur-
ing our 10:00 a.m. worship service.   
In-person children will meet in Rm 8  and Nursery in Rm 9 
at  10:20 a.m.   
Those attending via Zoom simply  
sign in to Zoom and use the  
Meeting ID: 259 885 602   
and the Password 7200  
to  join the fun. 
 
Sunday School includes  
Bible lessons, songs, crafts,  
and play time.  
Volunteers Needed! 
   
Our memory verse for AUG is  
John 13:15  
 
Just as I have done, you also must do.  
  
For more advanced Bible scholars, the full verse is: 
 
I have given you an example: Just as I have 
done, you also must do.  

mailto::ebsoutherncal@gmail.com
mailto:church@Magpres.com
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS  
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permission 
forms for the 2024-2025 school year.  To download a form, please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission 
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jaeson Robinson if you have any questions. 

WOMEN’S MONDAY BIBLE STUDY:  Led by Laurie Mordue on Monday 
mornings  at 9:30a.m. (Fall - Spring).  Join us in the Library for a relaxing 
time to delve into Scripture, prayer, and fellowship.   

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room.   
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 6-8pm in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in Room  
8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect on 
zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID: 

59885602  Password: 7200 

 

ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going to  
magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/magpres).   
Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated  
to Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” are on page 7 
(great way to keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
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Mary Lee, the Chair of our Mission 
Committee has shared good news! 
Through our “SPARK” program, a  
vehicle was donated by the  
"You're Invited Children's Center".  
And our MagPres church member  
Jaeson Robinson's Auto Shop - Midas 
of Orange, has repaired the vehcle and 
it has now been donated to a family in 
need in the Family Promise program.   

Thank you to all for their generosity to make this life changing gift available to a hard working 
family to help them continue on the road to success!  

MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS... 

 WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBERS!  
 

   As you may know, we have been searching for an Audio Technician to keep our sound working well 
throughout each church service making it easier for all to hear. We have been fortunate to find Robbie 
Yates to fill this position. He graduated from RCC with degrees in Chemistry and Filmmaking and is a 
recent graduate of UCR with a degree in Filmmaking. While in school, he won an award for Best Sound 
at the RCC Film Festival. In addition to his excellent knowledge of sound systems, he has distinguished 
himself by attaining the rank of Eagle Scout within the Boy Scouts of America. We know Robbie will be a 
great fit here at MagPres and want to extend our warmest welcome to him.  
 
   We also have been blessed by the addition of Jaeson Robinson as our new Youth Leader. You all 
know Jaeson as one of our Elders on the current Session. He has felt called to work with our Middle 
School and High School youth for quite a while. When the Youth Leader position became available, he 
prayerfully considered stepping up and began discussions with the CE Committee. Jaeson’s vision for 
the youth include having them worship together at the Sunday morning service and stay after for their 
Youth Group Meeting which will include food, fun, and fellowship. These meetings will also include time 
to discuss the sermon topic as it relates to their lives, read scripture, and spend time in prayer. We thank 
Jaeson for following God’s calling and stepping into this position with our youth.  
 ~ Jeanette Prescott, Chair, Personnel Committee 
 

NOW HIRING! 
 
K-5 CHILDREN’S EDUCATION LEADER 
At their March meeting, Session members approved creating a new paid staff position of K-5 Christian    
Education Leader. This person will help us achieve our goal of nurturing the children at MagPres and grow-
ing the numbers in our children’s program. We need someone committed to that goal to be the  coordinator, 
point of contact, and leader of the volunteers to make it happen.  
Some of the responsibilities will include ordering and organizing curriculum and supplies, recruiting and 
scheduling Sunday School teachers, communicating with families and the wider community, and coordinat-
ing special events such as Vacation Bible School. Compensation will be based on an expected average of 10 
hours per week, some weeks less, some more.  
***Thank you to Michelle Knopf for filling in as the interim CE Leader!*** 
If you or someone you know would like to interview for a position, contact: Jeanette Prescott (Chair of the  
Personnel Committee) at 951-237-9031 or by email at  Personnel@magpres.com 

mailto:Personnel@magpres.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

James Walters 
    Trad. Music Dir. / Organist 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Michelle Knopf, 
      Interim CE Leader 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY  
 

 
 
 
 
 

AUG 11th 
Every 2nd Sunday of the 
month MagPres collects 
non-perishable food dona-
tions for Lutheran Social 
Services local food distri-
bution.  Last month we col-
lected over 200  items!
Thank you all for your  
generosity!  
Donations may be dropped 
off during Sunday Service or 
in the church office.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Youth Group will enjoy 
an “End-of-Summer” Pool 

Party on August 4th along 
with Calvary Presb. Youth. 

* * * 
Stay-tuned for a future          

announcement from the new 
Youth Leader, Jaeson Robin-
son as to when the Sunday 

night Youth Group will        
resume. 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

June 2023 Prayer Calendar
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

June Birthdays

June Anniversaries

August Birthdays

August Anniversaries

Marge Cox	 	 	 9th 

Bruce Ferrel		 	 10th	

Evie Reidman	 	 12th	

Gary Grant	 	 	 14th 

Mike Doshier	 	 15th

Kathy & Neil Cohen	 14th Brad & Lori Copeland	 20th

Taylor Stiffler	 	 17th 

Bev Williams	 	 19th 

Kathy Safford	 	 20th	

Linda Welman	 	 22nd 

Beverly Guidero	 	 24th

Jerry Fisher	 	 	 27th 

Barbara Johnson	 	 28th 

Marti Hendrix	 	 29th	

Robin Smith		 	 29th 

30

Richard & Heather Dickenson 14th

31



Aug 2024 (Pacific Time - Los Angeles)MagPres Master Calendar

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
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10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Children's Sunday 

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 10:30am - Summer Meet-Up Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Communion Sunday

10am - Deacon Door Offering

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Children's Sunday 

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

10:30am - Summer Meet-Up Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep and 

10am - TWO-CAN Sunday

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Children's Sunday 

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Worship Cmte

7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Children's Sunday 

9am UpLook Mat'ls Due

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16

7pm - Deacon Meeting Session Mat'ls Due 9am Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Children's Sunday 

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Session Meeting Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

August 2024 MagPres Calendar
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