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COMMUNION & DEACON OFFERING - 1st Sunday of the month ~ Sunday, July 6th &  Aug  3rd 
TWO-CAN SUNDAY - Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ Sunday, July 13th & Aug 10th 
SUMMER MEET-UP’S -  Wed’s in July at 2:30pm - meeting in the Library 
PANERA FUNDRAISER - New Building  Fundraiser - Friday, July 18th 
YOUTH GROUP CAMPING TRIP - Friday, July 18th 
REDLANDS BOWL - Sunday, July  27th, 8pm - “Joseph & The  Amazing Technicolor  Dreamcoat“ 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

 

DID YOU REMEMBER TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN JULY? 
    
   “Christmas in July; it’s really a thing!” is the exclamation my neighbor made in a neighborhood 
group chat message. I’d heard the expression “Christmas in July” before but never gave it much 
thought. I figured it was a pre/post-Christmas season phrase to express delight in a serendipi-
tous event, treat or gift. After reading this message, I decided to investigate the origin of  
Christmas in  July. And I found it is really a thing! 
 
   In 1894 Elizabeth Beall Ginty, translated the 1892 French opera Werther, into English. In this  
story, a group of children are rehearsing a Christmas song in the month of July. One of the 
characters comments: “When you sing Christmas in July, you rush the season.”   
 
   In America, we first heard of this phenomenon in an article in the National Recreation                
Association’s journal, Recreation, in 1935. The article describes how a girl’s summer camp        
located in Brevard, North Carolina,  celebrates this annual event.” In 1940, the Hollywood        
comedic film, Christmas in July, gave the expression national attention. The movie was directed 
by Preston Sturges and starred Dick Powell and Ellen Drew. A more Christian and spiritual        
relevance to Christmas in July was started on July 25, 1942, by the Calvary  Baptist Church in 
Washington D.C. this became an annual event in 1945. By 1950, advertisers began using      
Christmas in July as a theme to sell merchandise to clear inventory and to make space for new 
products; and television stations would re-run Christmas themed shows and specials in the 
month of July. 
 
   But we know Christmas Day is really celebrated on December 25th! Well, maybe not. Did you 
know several denominations don’t celebrate the Lord’s birthday on December 25th? Some 
Christians don’t observe Christmas at all. Western churches, which use the Gregorian calendar, 
tend to celebrate Christmas on December 25th .                                 ...continued on page 2            
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
  
 
 
 
 Your Session committees are busy this summer planning fall events:  
 

 “Rise against Hunger” packing event – September 21 
 Continued holding fund-raisers for the “Rising from the Ashes” 

Campaign  
 Continued work with the architect and construction company for 

the sanctuary building project  
 Crossways Bible study coming in September  
 Keeping the budget on track and initial preparing of the 2026 

budget 
 Preparation for fall Sunday School and Youth Group activities  
 Looking ahead to Fall social events 

 
“ Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”                        
Proverbs 16:3 

 
 Note: Session will be out for intermission in July. Session highlights will return in Sept.!! 
 

“There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who  
enters God’s rest also rests from their  works, just as God did from his.”          
Hebrews 4: 9-10 

                                                               ~ Melanie Nelson, Clerk of Session 
 

********************************************************** 
********************************************************** 

                                          Christmas in July       ...Continued from page 1 
  
   Oriental and Eastern Orthodox churches use the Julian calendar, so they observe  
Christmas on January 7th . Some churches, such as the Armenian Apostolic Church,  
commemorate Christmas on Epiphany, January 6th . 
 
   All Christians, whether we recognize and honor Christ’s birth in December, or January, or 
July, or even if your denomination’s dogma does not believe in celebrating Christmas at all; 
strive to practice the spirit of the Christmas season year-round. Our purpose is to  proclaim 
the good news and hope Jesus gives to us through his birth, death and resurrection; to    
recognize the gift of salvation and everlasting life He promises us; and to care for one       
another as He does for us. So, please continue observing the Christmas season all year long! 

        Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!   2 Corinthians 9:15                                       

                                                                                             ~ Bill Bingham, Deacon 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

 
     "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do."   Ephesians 2:10 

 
The Mag  Pres Mission Committee provides support, engagement and participation in many 
local and global events.  With fellow Mag Pres church members, the Mission team has partici-
pated in the monthly Path of Life Guest Chef feeding program; the CROP Hunger Walk (Mag 
Pres had the highest number of walkers this year!); provided needed items to Ramona High 
School’s Ramona Closet; prepares blessing bags for distribution to those in need; and more 
recently, provided support to the Habitat for Humanity-Riverside ReStore Blow Out Sale 
event. 
 
The Mission Committee and Mag Pres church members also promote and participate in sever-
al activities and fundraisers to support the mission of the Family Promise of Riverside organi-
zation.  This includes providing meals for dinner, hosting overnight shelter guests, Book Bud-
dies, and other administrative and operational support throughout the year.  Through the pro-
motion of Project Spark, a vehicle was donated to Family Promise of Riverside. Thank you to 
Midas of Orange and Elder Jaeson Robinson for verifying the donated vehicles are roadworthy 
and making any repairs needed to provide the safest vehicles possible to those families in need 
of transportation.  
 
Whether short-term or long-term, there are several opportunities for each of us to serve others 
and grow in faith, all the while having fun and being with our church family and members of 
our community – we invite you to join us in any activity! 
 
From your Mag Pres Mission Committee:  Mary Lee (Chair), Evelyn Shea (Elder),  

Linda Bingham (Elder),  Kristine Shea (Deacon), and Sharon Reinhardt. 

 
 
            
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
PHOTO:  Marshall Lee, Heather Dickenson, Mary Lee, John Wright, Linda and Bill Bingham volunteering at 
the Habitat for Humanity-Riverside ReStore Blow Out Sale event held May 31, June 1, 7 and 8, 2025.   
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You're Invited to Summer Meet-ups on Wednesday afternoons!!  

June 11-July 30 at 2:30pm in the Office - Library  

 

Candy Bowman has planned fun activities like fairy gardening, pie eating, 

gaming and cookie painting. The A/C will be on and the snacks plentiful! 
 

You don't want to miss this fun fellowship opportunity! 
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INTERGENERATIONAL  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
~ JUNE 2025 ~ 

 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for children in grades Kindergarten through  
5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom during our 10:00 a.m. worship service. In-person children 
will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at  10:20 a.m.  To join the fun via Zoom simply sign in to Zoom 
and use the Meeting ID: 259885602  and the Password 7200      
Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play time. 
 

 SUMMER MEMORY VERSE:  Galatians 5:22-23 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control. There is no law against things like this.  
Shortened Passage:   

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control  
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS                                                                    
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permission 
forms for the 2024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission                                                                                  
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in Room  
8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect on 
zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

 ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going  

to magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/     
magpres).  Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

 

 

 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to 

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to 
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the  
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
http://facebook.com/magpres
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Worship Service 10am Sun. 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Nicholas French, 
      Musician 
Anna Tran, 
      Musician 
Michelle Knopf, 
       CE Leader 

SUNDAY ~ JULY 13th & AUG 10th 
Every 2nd Sunday of the month MagPres collects 
non-perishable food donations for Lutheran       
Social Services local food distribution.  Last 
month we collected over  172  Items!  
                   Thank you all for your generosity!  
 
Donations may be dropped off during Sunday Service or during 
the church office hours Mon-Thur.  

 
 



MagPres July 2025 Calendar

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

Paul - Off/Camp

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

7pm - Choir Practice

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Communion Sunday

10am - Deacon Offering

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

Paul - Off/Camp

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Worship Cmte

7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep and 

Paul - Vacation

10am - TWO-CAN Sunday

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Deacon Meeting Session Mat'ls Due 9am

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

Office Closed

Panera - Bldg. Fundraiser

Youth Camping Trip

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

9am UpLook Mat'ls Due

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16

7pm - Session Meeting 2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

FOM -8pm Redlands Bowl

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat



JULY 2025 MAGPRES PRAYER CALENDAR
 SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

4 Brenda Flowers
 

5 The French
    Family    

6 Riverside City
   School Board      

   

7 Catelyn Garcia    8  Christian Garcia 9  The Gettis
    Family

10 Stephanie Gibbs 11 The Gipson 
Family 

1       2 The Gold Family
     

13 Corona 
     Presbyterian

14 The Gonzalez 
      Family   

16 Ilene Gradney 17 Gary & Edith 
     Grant  

18 The Rev. Karn &
     Suzanne Griffen 

19 Beverly Guidero 
      

20  Stewardship, 
     Fin & End Comm.

21 Everal 
     Hathaway 

22  Tom & Marti
       Hendrix

24 The Holden/
     Campos Family

25 The Hollenhorst
      Family     

26  Richard & 
      Jeanne Hood

27 Midas - 
   Spark Program 

28 Tom & Julie 
     Hutchinson

3 Jerry Fisher & 
   Danielle Good  

         

 July Birthdays 
 1st 
 3rd 
4th

 4th
   6th
   6th
 8th

13th 
  14th 

14th 
 18th

Jean Riggs
Rhonda Rehnke 
Sandy Richards      
Kris Shea 
Jeff Reidman 
Abygail Stiffler    
Gail Zwart
Gio Holdon/Campos   

18th
19th

  21st
 22nd 
 23rd
 24th 
 24th
 26th 

July Anniversaries 

Ralph Burnett
Lydia Bowman    
Jenny Brooks
Estella Gettis   
Erin Gettis
John Zarecki   
Cynthia Wright  
Lance Mordue  

Craig & Lisa MacDougall         
Lance & JoAnn Alford

 2nd  19thRamsey & Abby Sindaha
Paul & Michelle Knopf

 23rd  

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Janet Field & 
   Eleanor Miller 

1  Bruce Ferrel
    

  

23 Patty 
     Hernandez      

 4th
18th

22nd 23rd

27th

Jane Peden
Isabella Robinson        
Ben Lee            
Christopher Nelson     
Ali Shaff                   
Christian Na                     
Debbie Benniger       
Bill Bingham                                                                                                                   

Tom & Julie Hutchinson 
James & Ann Laudermilk

   

29 John & Connie
     Jackson

30 Barbara 
     Johnson

31 Dave & Mary
     Josselyn

15 The Goulet-Perez
      Family

 

13th

14th

20th 31st

Zach & Maddy Gipson


	7_2025_Uplook.pdf
	Uplook Prayer and Event Calendar July 2025
	July 2025 calendar.pdf
	July 2025 Prayer Calendar.pdf




