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COMMUNION & DEACON OFFERING - First Sunday of the month ~ Sunday, June 1st 
PENTECOST & 2-CAN SUNDAY - Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ Sunday, June 8th 
INTERGENERATIONAL VBS - June 10th-12th , 6pm - 7:30pm 
SUMMER MEET-UP’S - June 11-July 30th. Wed’s at 2:30pm - Fireside Room 
SOLSTICE PROGRESSIVE DINNER - Saturday, June 21st 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

JUNE 2025 

 

 

 

   As I write this month’s pondering, I can hear the parade of motorcycles that ride through Riverside on 
Memorial Day as they pass near my house on their way past Riverside National Cemetery.  I love living 
in a big city (with over 300,000 residents, it is one of the 12 largest cities in California) that has a small 
town feel (that shuts down roadways for parades and local events).  One of the things I like most about 
small towns and cities that feel like them are that people talk to each other, and not surface level con-
versations, but conversations occur about deeply held beliefs.  And when there is disagreement on a 
topic, people talk through it and if agreement can’t be found, they agree to be in relationship despite 
the disagreement. 
 
   On May 18, 2025, I preached a sermon that talked about the lack of dialogue and discourse in our 
public life and following the disciple’s lead, offered practical steps toward reviving dialogue and dis-
course: attentively listening, breaking the binary, and ceding certainty.  Following the sermon, I heard 
from no less than ten of you that either appreciated the sermon or struggled with it.  And those who 
spoke to me about their struggle, highlighted the difficulty in talking to people who seem to hold  
diametrically different beliefs, especially about politics in our world today.  It sounded to me like the 
chasm between them and us is too wide to overcome. 
 
“At one time you were separated from God. You were his enemies in your minds, because the evil you 
did was against him. But now he has made you his friends again.” ~Colossians 1:21-22a ERV 
 
   There was a time where the chasm between God and us seemed too wide to overcome, but God 
overcame that chasm to be in relationship with us.  I wonder if we might be called to overcome the 
chasms that separate us from those who are diametrically opposed to us.  It is easier to engage our  
own tribes and silos rather than engage the other.  It is easier to engage the rhetoric and name calling 
(labels like facist, nazi, racist, communist, and socialist are stated often) than it is to listen to someone 
who thinks differently and holds a different set of values that I do. 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                        ...Continued on page 2 

A PASTOR’S PONDERING 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 As shared in this section of the March Uplook, a presen-
tation was made at a February Session workshop, by 
Francis Lin, Presbytery Leader, entitled “Discovering God’s 
Vision for a Transformative Community.” Our Session was 
asked to consider partnering with and assisting Corona  
Presbyterian Church. 
 

Elders spent time in lengthy discussions at the March and April meetings, weighing the  
pros and cons of accepting this partnering arrangement. These discussions were chal-
lenging, yet positive and respectful. Elders were also asked to take time to reflect and 
pray on their own before voting took place. Eventually, citing concerns over how much 
time and Energy would be needed by several members of Magnolia’s staff, Session vot-
ed to decline the invitation. 

 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord.” 

Jeremiah 17:7 
  Melanie Nelson 
  Clerk of Session 
************************************************************************* 

 ...Continued from page 1   ~  A PASTOR’S PONDERING 
 
   There are a number of videos online where Dewitt Jones, former National Geographic photojournal-
ist, talks about the lessons he learned while doing photojournalism.  One of those lessons is, “there is 
more than one right answer.”  When he would go out on assignment, he would take over 1,300 photos to 
get 30 that made it into a magazine.  And he realized that just because a picture came from a particular 
angle, using a particular lens, with specific settings, it didn’t make it better than a picture that came from 
another perspective.  Although his pictures came from different approaches, it yielded good results. 
                                                                                
   What gets lost when we don’t talk to each other is this possibility; that there can be and is more than 
one right answer.  As a Christ follower and as a Riverside resident, I choose to engage a different ap-
proach: to live out the small town experience where we talk to each other, even when we disagree, to 
work to overcome the chasms between us, to look for more right  
answers.  I hope I am not alone. 
 
Your desiring discourse and dialogue Pastor,  

Paul 
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      FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
            
 

Matthew 18: 20 says, "For where two or three gather in my name, there I am 
with them." 

 
Gathering together helps us to experience God's presence. When we gather togeth-
er to attend a church service, we do more than just enter, sit down, and listen to mu-
sic and a sermon. We greet one another, check in with one another, and catch up 
on what's been happening in each other's life for the past week. 
This often includes listening to one another's health updates, sharing one another's 
burdens, and empathizing with one another. We pray for each other, laugh together, 
and sometimes even speak quietly about politics. As Christians, God calls us to join 
together in worship and in fellowship, as part of a church community. I think that 
God, in His wisdom, knows that we draw strength from being able to talk, laugh, and 
at times even to cry together.  As a church family, we also support each other in 
helpful, practical ways. Offering a ride to a doctor's appointment or church event is 
not only  helpful, but it also creates opportunities for fellowship and building relation-
ships. 
Additionally, providing a meal to an individual or family eases their burden during an 
illness or other temporary situation in their lives. 
 
Hebrews 10: 24-25 states, "And let us stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds." 
 
Some of us have lots of energy and enjoy being in the role of helping others. How-
ever, it may not always be easy to allow others to provide that same support to us. 
We may feel that we don't want to be a burden to others, and may even feel guilty 
for accepting help. However, as a church family, it is important to support one  
another, both in the giving of and in the receiving of support.  
The Deacons of Mag Pres recently voted to take on the role of managing the Meal 
Train for our church family. In the future, we may also open this up to the members 
of our church as well to support the Deacons in this ministry. From time to time, we 
would invite individuals to prepare and deliver a meal to a family or individual. If  

preferred, you could instead have a take-out meal delivered. Whichever way is  

preferred, know that each meal provided eases a stressful time in someone's life.  

As one Deacon said, "Giving a meal to someone is like a hug."  

 

Blessings from your Deacons  
 
~  Submitted By Elizabeth Zarecki - Deacon 
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You're Invited to Summer meet-ups on Wednesday afternoons, June 11-July 30 
at 2:30pm in the Fireside room in Fellowship hall. Candy Bowman has planned fun 

activities like fairy gardening, gaming and cookie painting. The A/C will be on 
and the snacks plentiful! 

 

You don't want to miss this fun fellowship opportunity! 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"RISING FROM THE ASHES” 
           

Thank you to everyone who came out on May 
19th to dine out and support our latest fund-
raiser at "CPK" ~ we raised $558.44 for the 

new building fund!!! 

       Stay tuned for the next opportunity to join 
in the fun and dine out! 
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HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES 
Please take advantage of these  convenient  

Giving Opportunities: 

   DONATE: Check or cash in offering plate or dropped off in the office 

   BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring donations with your bank bill pay 

   ONLINE:  Visit our website at   www.magpres.com/give 

   U.S. MAIL: Send check via US Mail to our address at  

                      7200 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA 92504 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for children in grades Kindergarten 
through 5th grade is offered In-
Person and via Zoom during our 
10:00 a.m. worship service.  In-person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at   
10:20 a.m.  To join the fun via Zoom simply sign in to Zoom and use the Meeting ID: 259885602   
and the Password 7200      
Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play time. 

 JUNE memory verse:  Genesis 9:17  

“This is the symbol of the covenant”  

Full Passage:   
God said to Noah, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I have set up between me and 

all creatures on earth.” 
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS                                                                    
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permission 
forms for the 2024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission                                                                                  
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten  
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in Room  
8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect on 
zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

 ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going  

to magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/     
magpres).  Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

 

 

 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to 

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to 
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the  
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
http://facebook.com/magpres
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SUN ~ JUNE 8th 
 

Every 2nd Sunday of the month 
MagPres collects non-perishable 
food donations for Lutheran  
Social Services local food  
distribution.  Last month we   

collected over  429 Items!               

Thank you all for your  
generosity!  
 
Donations may be dropped off 
during Sunday Service or in the 
church office.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Worship Service 10am Sun. 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

                                                         ...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ 

Magnolia Presbyterian  
Church Staff 

 

The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright   
     Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant   
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Nicholas French, 
      Musician 
Michelle Knopf, 
       CE Leader 



 MagPres June 2025 Calendar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

10am - Communion Sunday

10am - Deacon Offering

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

7pm - Choir Practice Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - TWO-CAN Sunday

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Worship Cmte

7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

6pm - Intergenerational VBS

7pm - Choir Practice

6pm - Intergenerational VBS Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

6pm - Intergenerational VBS

9:30am - EEEAC

4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep and 

Father's Day

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

9am UpLook Mat'ls Due

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16

7pm - Deacon Meeting Session Mat'ls Due 9am

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

7pm - Choir Practice

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

Progressive Dinner

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Session Meeting 2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

7pm - Choir Practice

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

2:30pm - Summer Meet-Up

7pm - Choir Practice

Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat



JUNE 2025 MAGPRES PRAYER CALENDAR
 SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

6 Dan & Karrie
   Brooks 

7 Ray &
   Loretta Ward 

8  Riverside City
    Council

9  Ralph Burnett 10  Martina Catton 11 The Cohen 
     Family

12 Sandy Cooper 13 The Rev. Brad &       
Lori Copland 

14 Chris & Marge
     Cox

15 Calvary 
     Presbyterian

16 Donna Crossen  17  Kayla Crossen 18 David & 
    Margy Crowley 

19 Sharon DeLeal  20  Anne Denham 21  Hannah 
      Dickenson

22  Worship 
     Committee 

23 Richard & 
Heather Dickenson 

24  Becky Doshier 26 The Duncan
     Family

27  Alice Ehlers 28  Joyce Ehlers

29 Teen 
     Challenge 

30 Carol Farmer 

5  Eric & Anna
    Brandenberger

         

 June Birthdays 
 1st 
 3rd 
4th
 5th

  6th
  8th
10th

10th 
 11th 
    

13th 
 12th

 14th

Lisa Gulino
Stephanie Gibbs
Monica Perez
Delores Tobin
Phil Smith
Lee Lewis
Jena Bowman     

16th
17th

 19th
 20th 
 20th
 25th 
 26th
 26th 

June Anniversaries 

Sandy Cooper
Cornelia Phifer
Emile Spring-Pearson
Parker Cohen
Jeanne Hood
Giovanny Perez
Emerson Gipson    

Dave & Mary Josselyn         
The Rev. Chris & Sherry Nettles 
John & Cynthia Wright 

 12th  22thBrian & Melanie Nelson
Chris & Tammy Duncan
Rick & Colleen Allert 

Katie Reinhardt
Dan Brooks        
Sally Smith            
Hannah Dickenson   
Beth Zarecki
Destiny Nicholson      
Saw Shein

 29th  

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

4 Ann Brady3  The Bowman
    Family 

2 Joy Bower 1  Bill & Linda
    Bingham 

25 Mike & Janet
     Doshier   

15th
17th

23rd
28th

29th
 30th

27th

Tom & Kathy Safford 
Aaron & Deanna Cohen 
Bobby & Kriss Menosky
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