Magnolia Presbyterian Church
The UpLook

JUNE 2024

PASTOR VACATION - June 1st-June 12th & June 29th - July 4th

GUEST WORSHIP LEADER - Eric Brandenberger June 2nd and June 9th

TWO-CAN SUNDAY - non-perishable food collection for LSS on Sunday, June 9th
MAGNOLIA CAFE - coffee and fellowship after Sunday Worship Service June 2nd and 23rd
SUMMER SOLSTICE PROGRESSIVE DINNER - Save the Date! June 22nd, 2024

A PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

By the time you read this article, I'll be on a beach in Waikiki, with my
toes in the sand, listening to the waves crash softly onto the sand. 1am on

vacation and am grateful for it. Jesus often took time away to rest P 1
(Luke 9:10, Mark 6:32; Matt 14:23). Jesus taught that we should rest rog reSSIVe

(Mark 2:27). Rest is a part of the rhythms of human life. Di n ner

One of my favorite things to do on vacation is to people watch. | notice

*kk *xkxk
people doing unusual things. | tell stories in my head about why they’re SAVE the DATE
doing what they’re doing. | enjoy myself without actually interacting with
those who | am observing. JUNE 22nd

| also enjoy experiencing nature. | like watching birds scour for SIgn_Up In the
handouts. | enjoy watching fish avoid the people trying to chase them and NQrthex fOf the

catch them. | enjoy feeling the wind blow across my face. | bask and bob pROGRESS“/E

in the rhythms of the waves.
1]

eoeo

As | rest, watch, and experience, | also wonder: is the Spirit behind any-
thing | am watching or experiencing? Is the breeze a gentle nudge from
Spirit inviting me to look in a new direction? Is an off-beat wave Spirit try-
ing to get me to turn over?

As | experience these things apart from you all, | hope you too will experi-
ence and wonder how Spirit might be moving in your life. Might Spirit be
nudging you to glance in a new direction? Might Spirit be inviting you to
turn over? Whatever Spirit is doing, | hope you get the chance to notice
and respond.

Your vacationing but still wondering pastor,
Paul
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INTERRUPTIONS OF THE SPIRIT

| just happened to be the chosen Deacon to write the

Uplook Newsletter Article for June. As | write this, the Day after Pente-
cost, | do not believe it was an accident that it was my turn. During a con-
gregational meeting where the Nominating Committee was giving their Deacons Desk
slate of Deacons and Elders for 2024, it was announced they were short one Deacon. It was
then | felt a warm rush come over me and | looked over at Claudia, who happens to be in my
Rooted Group. Chapter 3 of our Rooted Group was “How Does God Speak to us?” and the
prayer experience we had was powerful for everyone in the group. In Rooted, we shared our
personal experiences with God, so | felt comfortable telling her “I think the spirit is calling me
to be a Deacon”. So when they asked are there any nominations from the floor, with my per-
mission, Claudia nominated me. It was a powerful experience. | was told they never had a
nomination from the floor before.

At my first meeting when going through the lists of committee assignments and they needed a
Deacon Treasurer. | happen to be the Treasurer for the Presbytery of Riverside, so | readily
accepted the position of Deacon Treasurer. | have served twice as Elder, and this is my second
time serving as Deacon since | joined Magnolia on March 31, 1974, 50 years ago.

| enjoy the ministry of compassion and am thankful to be able to serve Magnolia in this capaci-
ty. One of my duties as Deacon Treasurer is to shop for food every other month for the Luther-
an Social Services Closet. | start by going to the facility and seeing what they are out of ,or
could use more of. If they have plenty of sauce but no pasta, peanut butter but no jelly, then
armed with the information | purchase $300 worth of items to help restock the shelves. | have
found they like single serving cup packages of macaroni and cheese, cereal, ramen ... rather
than the large family size. They also need shelf stable milk (not needing refrigeration) single
size and larger cartons.

| am very blessed to have been Called to Service, and look forward to serving with Joy!
Blessings,
Cherylyn Thornton

JUNE BUILDING UPDATE

While we continue to wait, the construction area has been cleaned up and prepared for fu-
ture work. After portions of the temporary fence were stolen twice, the entire temporary
fence was removed. Installation of a semi-permanent construction fence is scheduled
soon. The building plans are complete! The Contracts Team has asked our architect to
hold off on sending them to the City until we receive cost estimates from our contractor.
CA Construction reports good progress on compiling the various bids necessary. In the
coming weeks the building subcommittees (Contracts & Design) will be reviewing the cost
estimates and passing on information and recommendations to the Session.

"RISING FROM THE ASHES”

Our latest fundraiser at "Little Green Onions" restaurant was our most successful to date...
We raised $425.00 for the new building!!!
Thank you to everyone who came out on May 10th to dine and support our latest fundraiser!

Stay tuned for the next opportunity to join in the fun and dine out in June!
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GOT PLANS? On The Following Saturdays? f "T]:

Jun 15th ~ Sep 14th ~ Nov 9th

(L"S l\\

Magnolia is in need of one more Commissioner to Presbytery for the 2024-2025 ses-
sion. Magnolia is entitled to 3 voting Commissioners and it is very important to both
Magnolia and our Presbytery that we exercise this right to vote all 3. Currently,

we have two Ruling Elders, Eric Brandenberger and Cherylyn Thornton who have
been elected by Session. Commissioners only need be an Ordained Ruling Elder,
does not need to currently be on Session.

If you are interested in a more active role in our Presbytery or would simply like
more information, please contact Clerk of Session, Melanie Nelson at (951) 733-5117.

SUMMER SOLSTICE ~ PROGRESSIVE DINNER
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2024

Q & A's about the Summer Solstice Progressive Dinner...

What is a progressive dinner?

A progressive dinner is a fun way to meet new people and re-connect with church friends you haven't
seen recently. All attendees start-out at one house for appetizers, then divide into small groups and go
on to host homes for the main course. After dinner, everyone meets up again at a house for dessert.
Do I need to bring anything?

You may bring a donation of a dish to dinner. You may also volunteer to bring an appetizer or
dessert.

May I bring a friend who doesn't belong to MagPres?

Yes, this fun evening is open to members and nonmembers. v () \
Will there be childcare?

No, not unless there is a big need.
Will alcohol be served? ~ :
It is an off campus event so possibly V2 o5 fo o
How do I sign up to attend? Or Host?

Sign up sheets in the Narthex or hallway. PROG RESSIV

Or text or call Heather Dickenson at 951.515.3184 DINNER
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Some of you may know that for 20 years, the Nelson family was involved with a summer
swim team. As editor of the team’s newsletter, | wrote an article each year on the many
responsibilities that were done behind the scenes. Here at Magnolia, we too, have enor-
mous numbers of projects, paperwork, and planning done by many members of our church
family who work diligently behind the scenes. Although it would be an impossible task to list
them all; here are a few that come to mind:
Behind-the-Scenes Projects:
1) Making sure background checks are done on all persons working with youth, and those who serve in positions of
authority
2) Tightening bolts, re-touching paint, unclogging drains, and all things related to keeping up our buildings and grounds
3) Updating Presbytery-required Manual of Administrative Operations, Child and Youth Protection Policy,
Sexual Misconduct Policy, Anti-Harassment and Anti-Racism policies
4) Revising Personnel Handbook, Standing Rules of Session, or Church By-Laws as needed
5) Oversight, including repair work, of both rental houses
Behind-the-Scenes Paperwork:
1) Preparing documents and going over all financials for annual review (audit)
2) Ensuring proper music licensing gets done
3) Compiling and submitting annual church statistics to GA
4) Preparing for annual Presbytery review of Session minutes
5) Annual review of membership rolls
6) Lists kept of Sunday School and membership attendance
7) Property and liability insurance secured annually
8) Oversight of Historical Records and the library
9) Drafting lease agreements and approving usage for facilities
10) Submitting monthly treasurer and expense reports, filing all tax documents, and making sure all checks are
dispersed.
11) Documenting all monies received to the proper family units and entering amounts to the correct budget
locations
12) FUN FACT: Did you know that in 1984, the Session at the time voted to change the church name from
Magnolia United Presbyterian to simply Magnolia Presbyterian. Recently it was discovered that the paperwork
did not go through either Presbytery or governmental agencies to make it official...until NOW!!
Behind-the-Scenes Planning:
1) Planning all-things fellowship (picnics, dinners, holiday events)
2) Sunday school, growth groups, and VBS curriculum researched and selected
3) Recruiting Sunday School and VBS teachers
4) Researching and committing to various Mission projects both locally and globally.
5) Lining up fundraiser locations and promoting participation
6) Researching and holding classes on finance, estate planning and trusts
7) Gathering numbers and anticipating needs for the annual budget
Behind-the-Scenes People:
1) Discerning of and nominating members of Magnolia for Elders and Deacons, and Presbytery Commissioners
2) Enlisting and coordinating ushers
3) Receiving and preparing those desiring membership, baptism, or marriage
4) Interviewing and hiring of church personnel (this year alone, for 3 important positions)
As with any organization, some work is more mundane than others, yet each has a vital role in the success of the
overall mission.

“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember
that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.” Colossians 3:23-24

Melanie Nelson - Clerk of Session
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Sunday School

Volunteers

YOU CAN HELP...

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Dear Church Family, The Christian Education Committee is seeking volunteers to
teach Sunday School. It can be for one week at a time or more. Individuals / couples or
friends / youth under the age of 18--all are welcome.

Contact Christian Education Committee Chair, Eric Brandenberger, at
ebsoutherncal@gmail.com or the church office.

Thank you all for your prayerful consideration.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

‘ Those of you who have always dreamed of a career of stuffing
newsletters and applying address labels--your time has come!

Our trusty Office Admin could use the help of a rotating crew of
volunteers one morning a month to get out the UpLook newsletter, and other
fantastic activities you can do while seated in the most comfortable chair in
the office!

If you think you could offer your help monthly or even just occasionally, please
email Church@MagPres.com and let us know your possible availability (best
days of the week & times). Thank you!!

Remember Your

Offerings

HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES

Please take advantage of these
convenient Giving Opportunities:

DONATE: Check or cash in offering
plate or dropped off in the office

BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring
donations with your bank bill pay

ONLINE: Visit our website at
www.magpres.com/give

U.S. MAIL: Send check via US Mail
to our address at 7200 Magnolia
Avenue, Riverside, CA 92504

Monthly Issue: 2024-06

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children in grades Kindergarten
through 5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom dur-
ing our 10:00 a.m. worship service.

In-person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9
at 10:20 a.m.

Those attending via Zoom simply %'\ble Me

sign in to Zoom and use the o
Meeting ID: 259 885 602 Ty Verse

and the Password 7200
to join the fun.
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Sunday School includes t D\ 1
Bible lessons, songs, crafts, (151§ Y j,
nd play tim \ 7
and play time \ 2 i/
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Our memory verse for JUNE is ‘\
PSALM 86:11

-
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Teach me your way, Lord, so
that I can walk in your truth.

For more advanced Bible scholars, the full verse is:
Teach me your way, Lord, so that | can walk in

your truth. Make my heart focused only on honor-
ing your name.
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REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH

CHOIR REHEARSALS: Come lend your voice to the Chancel Choir!
Rehearsals are Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room.
Have Questions? Email John Wright at music@magpres.com

WOMEN'’S MONDAY BIBLE STUDY: Led by Laurie Mordue on Monday
mornings at 9:30a.m. (Fall - Spring). Join us in the Library for a relaxing
time to delve into Scripture, prayer, and fellowship.

SCOUT TROOP 16: Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room.
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com).

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 6-8pm in the Youth Room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten

T "'k:hz*:zh”i:w"sﬂrg‘ﬁ::: the thru 5™ grade is offered during our 20am worship service in-person in Room
: 8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room g. If you would like to connect on

zoom, please use this link: Meeting ID: 59885602 Password: 7200

STANDING ANNOUNCEMENTS E  CHURCH

R ANNOUNCEMENTS

ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going to
magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page (facebook.com/magpres).
Services are archived for you to watch later (or again!)

TWO-CAN SUNDAY: On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated
to Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS: Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in
the church office. Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 3:00pm. Whether you are buying as a gift or to do your weekly
grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale! How nice--give twice!

CHURCH DIRECTORIES: Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” are on page 7
(great way to keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS OFFERING. Thisis a
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship. Your gift, large or
small, is a gift of kindness.

COMMUNION: First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service. For those
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL: Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the
Welcome Table) and in the church office. Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or stranger.
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DON'T FORGET...

Mag Café will be available Sunday, June 2nd & 23th
following the Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship Service
compliments of Stewardship & Endowment Committee's.

Join us in the Fireside Room for Java and Treats... COFFEE 'H'OUR

and stay for the Fellowship & Conversation!

CHURCH DIRECTORY...ONLINE!

View our directory online or via the FREE mobile app. Go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com
& follow the “Sign In” prompts to “Create a login now.” Confirm your email address to signin.
Download the free mobile app at the Apple® App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store, and the Am-
azon Fire App Store. Use your email (as listed in our directory) to create your log-in. Questions?
Contact Pastor Paul (Paul@magpres.com).

\\/
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NOW HIRING!!!

K-5 CHILDREN’S EDUCATION LEADER

At their March meeting, Session members approved creating a new paid staff position of K-5

Christian Education Leader. This person will help us achieve our goal of nurturing the children at MagPres
and growing the numbers in our children’s program. We need someone committed to that goal to be the co-
ordinator, point of contact, and leader of the volunteers to make it happen.

Some of the responsibilities will include ordering and organizing curriculum and supplies,

recruiting and scheduling Sunday School teachers, communicating with families and the wider community,

and coordinating special events such as Vacation Bible School.

Compensation will be based on an expected average of 10 hours per week, some weeks less, some more.

YOUTH LEADER

Are you someone who could "provide a safe and happy environment for the Middle & High
School youth of our Church family and make their involvement at MagPres a positive and
enriching Christian experience"? Or do you know someone who could fulfill this need?

We are searching for a new Youth Leader to work with our Middle School and High School
students. This position averages about 10 hours per week, some hours on Sundays, but also
possibly a few hours during the week. The basic job responsibilities include:

¢ Nurturing the youth to grow spiritually in their faith

e Plan and lead weekly meetings that include study/discussion of scripture and relevant social
issues, some type of game or activity, a time of connecting (sharing highs & lows or other check
-in activity), and prayer.

Attend online Christian Education Committee meeting once a month (1 hour)

Encourage and facilitate youth participation in church activities

Communicate with families regularly

Promote and attend Youth-Camp and/or Conferences
Coordinate with other youth groups in the area

If you or someone you know would like to interview for a position, contact:
Jeanette Prescott (Chair of the Personnel Committee) at 951-237-9031
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...making qu)/ formed fo]]owers qf Jesus Christ

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
7200 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504-3829
Phone: 951-684-7200
Email: church@magpres.com
Website: www.magpres.com
Church Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 8:30 am—3 pm
Closed Friday

Magnolia Presbyterian
Church Staff

The Rev. Paul Knopf
Pastor

Lisa Gulino
Administrative Assistant

James Walters
Trad. Music Director/
Organist
John Wright
Choral Director
Cynthia Wright
Pianist/Accompanist

Allison Robinson
Nursery Attendant
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TWO-CAN SUNDAY

Two-Can Sunday’

JUNE 9th

Every 2nd Sunday of the
month MagPres collects
non-perishable food dona-
tions for Lutheran Social
Services local food distri-
bution. Last month we col-
lected 86 items. Thank you
all for your generosity!

Donations may be dropped
off during Sunday Service or
in the church office.

June 2024

Stay-tuned for a future
anouncemewnt as to when the
Sunday vight Youth Group
will resume.
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SURVEY SAYS...

Estate Planning Seminar coming
to MagPres in the Fall!!!

SAVE THE DATE:
OCTOBER 20th

~ STAY TUNED ~
MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW!!
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June 2024 MagPres Calendar

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
(26 (27 (28 (29 (30 =N (]
10am - Worship Service  |[MEMORIAL DAY - OFFICE ) 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice (Office Closed )|(Paul on Vacation )
10:15am - Children's 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 5pm - EEEAC 9:30am - EEEAC
1lam - Mag Cafe
[z N 4 5 6 (7] T8 |
[ Paul on Vacation ]
10am - Communion 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 6pm - CE Cmte. 7pm - Choir Practice [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Deacon Door 6:30pm - FOM Cmte. 5pm - EEEAC 4pm - Path of Life Meal
10am - Worship Service 7pm - BaG Cmte.
10:15am - Children's 7pm - Mission Cmte.
1lam - Mag Cafe
9| (10| E e EEN (14 E
[ Paul on Vacation ] [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - TWO-CAN Sunday | 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 6pm - Worship Cmte 7pm - Choir Practice 5pm - EEEAC 10am - Presbytery Mtg.
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte
10:15am - Children's
(16 | A (16| (19 (20| (21 22|
10am - Worship Service [ 9am UpLook Mat'ls Due ] 7pm - Deacon Meeting [ Session Mat'ls Due 9am ] [ Office Closed ] [ Progressive Dinner ]
10:15am - Children's 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 8am - Fellowship Hall 5pm - EEEAC 9:30am - EEEAC
7pm - Choir Practice
25| 24 %5 2% | =z ] 28 29
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice [ Office Closed ] [ Paul on Vacation ]
10:15am - Children's 5pm - EEEAC 9:30am - EEEAC
1lam - Mag Cafe
(30 | (] [z (5] (o] (5] 6 |
[ Paul on Vacation ] [ Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Boy Scouts, Troop 6pm - CE Cmte. 7pm - Choir Practice 5pm - EEEAC

10:15am - Children's

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.
7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.




June 2024 Prayer Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
2 Christian Education 3 Eric & Anna 4 Dan & Karrie 5 Martina Catton 6 the Cohen family
Committee Brandenberger Brooks
9 Endowment 10 Brad & Lori 11 Donna Crossen 12 Kayla Crossen 13 David & Margy
Committee Copeland Crowley
16 Fellowship, Outreach | 4] Hannah Dickenson 1§ Richard & Heather | 19 Becky Doshier 20 Janet & Mike
& Membership Dickenson Doshier
23 Mission 24 Joyce Ehlers 25 Carol Farmer 26 Bruce Ferrel 27 Janet Field &
Committee Eleanor Miller

30 Personnel
Committee

JUNE

BIRTHDAYS

Sandy Cooper
Cornelia Phifer

Emile Spring-Pearson
Parker Cohen

Jeanne Hood
Giovanny Perez
Emerson Gipson

David & Mary Josselyn
Chris & Sherry Nettles
John & Cynthia Wright

1st
3rd
4th
sth
6th
8th
10th

12th
15th
17th

FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Ann Brady
7] Kathy & Neil 8 Sandy Cooper
Cohen
14 Sharon Deleal 15 Anne Denham

21 the Duncan family | 22 Alice Ehlers

28 Ferry Fisher & 29 Brenda Flowers
Danielle Good

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE

ANNIVERSARIES

June Birthdays

Stephanie Gibbs 11th
Monica Perez 12th
Delores Tobin 13th
Phil Smith 14th
Lee Lewis 16th
Jena Bowman 17th
Katie Reinhardt 19th

June Anniversaries

Brian & Melanie Nelson 22nd
Tammy & Chris Duncan 23rd
Marshall & Mary Lee 28th

Dan Brooks 20th
Sally Smith 20th
Hannah Dickenson 25th
Beth Zarecki 26th
Destiny Nicholson 26th
Saw Shein 27th

Aaron & Deanna Cohen 29th
Tom & Kathy Safford  29th
Bobby & Kriss Menosky 3oth
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