Magnolia Presbyterian Church
The UpLook

JANUARY 2025

DEACON OFFERING - First Sunday of the month ~ SUN. January 5th

YOUTH GROUP - Meets Sundays After Church

TWO-CAN SUNDAY - Non-perishable food collection for LSS ~ Sunday January 12th
WORSHIP SERVICE - Sundays @ 10:00am in person and online
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NEW YEARS MESSAGE

I thank my God every time | remember you ~Philippians 1:3 (NET)

As we begin a new calendar year and close out a busy season in the life of MagPres, I'm
reminded of my gratitude for this congregation and the work you all do! As has been said
many times, church is people, and the people of MagPres are creative, thoughtful, caring,
and go above and beyond. Here’s a quick highlight of areas of ministry for which  am
grateful.

Elders, Deacons, & Officers

Thank you to all the officers of MagPres, including Clerk of Session Melanie Nelson (who
just completed her 14th year as clerk) and Treasurer Jeff Ludwig who does so much more \ !
than just the numbers. And a special word of thanks to the officers who are completing TH | W-AN

their terms: Elder Candy Bowman, Elder Kayla Crossen, Elder Jane Peden, Deacon Flora \ E CH - D G RE A D \

Livingstone, Deacon Rosie Quinofies, and Deacon Brenda Wynsma. 1 B ECAM E ST RO N G

MagPres Staff . . . <« FILLED WITH =

Thank you for everything that goes on in front of and behind the scenes! To Lisa for |

staffing our office and Cherylyn for filling in while Lisa was away. To James for offering all |

he did and John for leading the choir and stepping up to fill in where needed, Cynthia on ‘ ;
the piano/keyboard, nursery attendant Alli Robinson for caring for our littlest ones, Cate- |
lyn Garcia and now Jaeson Robinson for leading and caring for our Youth, Danielle Good 1 AND THE FAVOR OF GOD
and now Michelle Knopf for making leading Sunday School and preparing lessons for WAS U P O N H | M'
teachers, to Robbie Yates who ensures that Worship can be heard. Also Carla Smith and Luke 2:40

Chris Nettles who dutifully count the money collected each week along with alternate
financial secretaries John Jackson, Jane Peden, Jaeson Robinson, and Jeff Ludwig. | also

want to mention Brenda Flowers who ensures worship is online every week and John and
Beth Zarecki who organize the Ushers.Volunteers
Each week, you make it all happen. If | named every single person, it would be this whole

newsletter. You lead Bible studies, teach Sunday School, lead youth group, lead worship,
sing and play instruments, prepare meals, decorate and do setup, paint and do mainte-
nance, usher, and so much more. Know that your gifts of time and care are treasured.

As we enter 2025, your commitment gives me energy and inspiration and we continue to

follow God in making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ. Thank you for sustaining the ORFggSEACIIS%SFi%CJEGEIUSrJRISST

work of MagPres that is so deeply needed, proclaiming God’s love and justice to a world Mond Th d 9 3

deeply in need of those very things. on Cé:y|- sr‘Fs '(C]iy am-spm
ose riaays

With energizing gratitude,
Pastor Paul
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" CELEBRATING MEMBER .-

Thirteen years ago, I started a yearly recognition of our long-time members
celebrating milestone years (in five year spans), starting at 40 or more.

Please join me, as this tradition continues, in wishing these special members
“well done good and faithful servant” for their priceless, loyal and unwavering
contributions to our Magnolia family.

Melanie Nelson

Clerk of Session
Brenda Wynsma 50 years June 15, 1975
Bruce Ferrel 45 years February 3, 1980
Jeff Ludwig 45 years November 2, 1980
Ann Laudermilk 40 years April 14, 1985
Wayne Andrew 40 years May 26, 1985
Kristi Andrew 40 years May 26, 1985
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS —January 2025

Please join me in thanking our Elders who are

% going off Session—Kayla Crossen, and Candice

0 Bowman. They have both given their time, talent

I k and energy in their ministry as Elders. As we greet
make ;

i the new year, we welcome back Jaeson Robinson

a” thlngS for a second term; Ann Laudermilk coming back

C‘/(/ | for a 37 term, after a 1-year hiatus; Eveyln Shea,

§ VZ/ @E and Rosie Quinones to new terms on Session.

' onliton 915 : Read on to find out more about these in-coming

Elders:

€ aar!l Rosie Quinones is serving her first term on
b el S O - Session and has been a member of Magnolia for
8 years. She has previously served as a Deacon for 6 years. She has 3 children, 4
grandchildren, and 1 great-grandchild and she says “love them all.” Her occupation is a
care-giver. Her hobbies include gardening, cooking, loves to be in nature with the birds
and trees. Her favorite vacation destination is Puerto Rico and Panama. Had she not
been a care-giver, she would have been in accounting as she loves numbers. An
interesting tid-bit about Rosie is that she loves to drive new roads. Her favorite book of
the Bible is John, and favorite verse is Psalm 19. Her favorite things about Magnolia is
how the church helps people in need, and “the way we praise God.” When asked why
she answered the to serve on Session, Rosie said “to serve and to learn to serve.”

Evelyn Shea is serving her second term on Session and has been a member of Magnolia
for 56 years!! She was married to Ed for 61 years, before he passed away in 2014. They
had 3 children; son, Michael, who passed away in 2017; Patrick, a retired R.N.; and
Kristine, an audiologist. She is a retired teacher from RUSD, having taught for 33 years.
Had she not been a teacher, she says she “would have been an attorney, having read too
many Nancy Drew books.” Her hobbies include reading, spending time with people, and
family geneology. Because of that hobby, she has traced her adopted father’s family to a
Presbyterian group in 1750, Paxton Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. McCollum
William Penn placed them there. Her favorite vacation destinations are to National
Parks, museums, and Presidential Libraries. Evelyn’s favorite verse in the Bible is Psalms
86:11. What she likes most about Magnolia is the “welcoming membership, and feeling
of belonging.” She has served as both an Elder and Deacon, served on the Mission
Committee and on Fellowship, Outreach, and Membership. He has also been a
Commissioner to Presbytery. When asked why she answered the call to serve on Session,
Evelyn says “I have the time and hope | can be of service.” Her vision for the future of
Magnolia is “to attract, encourage, and welcome young people and children to our
congregation.” Editors note: Evelyn is a very youthful 92 year-old, and should you be
called by Nominating, remember, age is only a number.

Melanie Nelson, Clerk of Session
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HOW TO GIVE TO MAGPRES

Luke 11:1 Please take advantage of these convenient
IlLord Giving Opportunities:
4 DONATE: Check or cash in offering plate or

teaCh dropped off in the office

BANK: Set-up one-time or recurring donations

u S to with your bank bill pay
” ONLINE: Visit our website at
p ra v " www.magpres.com/give
U.S. MAIL: Send check via US Mail to our ad-
dress at 7200 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA

@
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Our church has been generously blessed during this year's Stewardship Drive. We are grateful
for the commitments from our members and friends that will uphold this congregation to do
great things in the name of Jesus in the coming year.

2025 PLEDGE ENVELOPES will be available in the Narthex .
Please take a box as a reminder of your giving for 2025 and note the box you took on

the sign out sheet. You can also pick them up in the church office.

2025 Per Capita Apportionment and Initial Offering Envelopes

The Per Capita for 2025 is $44.00 per each member on our rolls. If each member is
able to pay their Per Capita, it relieves our budget from that added expense. Per Capi-
ta is a method of funding some of the essential functions of the Church (PCUSA), both
on a local and national level. It is helpful if you will note in the memo of your check
that it is for Per Capita giving. The first envelope in the box is labeled “Initial Offering
A $10.00 donation will help defray the cost of the 2025 envelopes.

THANK YOU
. B

n
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SUNDAY SCHOOL for children in grades Kindergarten through 5th aedsS’ '/ d
grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom during our 10:00 a.m. wor- Wyl .
ship service. / g o
In-person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at 10:20
a.m.

To join the fun via Zoom simply signh in to Zoom

and use the Meeting ID: 259885602

and the Password 7200

Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play E
time. b“\ 0“5
January memory verse: Luke 3:22 M\ ~
You are my Son, whom I dearly Love (Luke 2:22) D
Full Passage: , LYE A poye
And the Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily form like a dove.
And there was a voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly ﬁﬁﬂﬂfﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ&ﬂtlﬁffiﬁ;ﬁt&
love; in you I find happiness.” yatinghaaninees”

Students who learn memory verses will earn ‘treasure chest
stickers’ in addition to ‘attendance stickers’

R T 7 M O T

Monthly Issue: 2025-1 January 2025 Page 5



REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH

CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS
0 Lord Do you have a child/youth? We are accepting updated Student Permission
forms for the 21024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit

Nw\/ewwmomm
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions

be tO CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the choir room
follow ou SCOUT TROOP 16: Meets Monday nights at 7:oopm in the Fireside Room.
y Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com).
CIOSE|y YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room.
d t SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten
&n 0 thru 5™ grade is offered during our 20am worship service in-person in Room
trust In our 8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room g. If you would like to connect on
y zoom, please use this link: Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200

udﬂﬂw ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going
tomagpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page (facebook.com/

magpres). Services are archived for you to watch later (or again!)

STANDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWO-CAN SUNDAY: On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to
Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS: Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in
the church office. Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm). Whether you are buying as a gift or to
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale! How nice--give twice!

CHURCH DIRECTORIES: Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS OFFERING. Thisis a
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship. Your gift, large or
small, is a gift of kindness.

COMMUNION: First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service. For those
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL: Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the
Welcome Table) and in the church office. Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor.
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http://magpres.com/watch
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As 2024 comes to a close we may think back on many happy mo-
ments. Time spent with family and friends, goals we achieved, destina-
tions we traveled to, milestones we celebrated, and much more. We
may also reflect on less happier moments such as illnesses, loss of
loved ones, and days full of uncertainty and stresses.

Hopefully, we can celebrate the joys and happier memories from the
past year and look forward to the coming year with joy and optimism.
Deacons Desk Several Bible verses remind us to embrace the future and put our trust
in God to guide us and fill our hearts with

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Isaiah 43 18 :19 - “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Be-
hold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you, declares the lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Happy 2025
Elizabeth Zarecki

Come join the Choir! We meet
Wednesday Nights at 7:00
Join the Choir... In the Choir room located in the

h h Office.
Youll Be Glad Church Office
You Did!

SPECIAL DAYS IN JANUARY

New Year’s Day-January 1st

Epiphany - January 6th

So, most glorious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to thee.

“WE MUST LEARN
TO LIVE TOGETHER

AS BROTHERS

OR PERISH TOGETHER
AS FOOLS.”

Or. Martin Luther Xing Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr Day - Jan. 20th S
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...making fu]])/ formed fo]]owers qf Jesus Christ

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
7200 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92504-3829
Phone: 951-684-7200
Email: church@magpres.com
Website: www.magpres.com
Church Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm
Closed 12-1pm Lunch
Closed Friday

Magnolia Presbyterian
Church Staff

The Rev. Paul Knopf
Pastor

Lisa Gulino
Administrative Assistant

James Walters
Trad. Music Dir. / Organist

John Wright
Choral Director

Cynthia Wright
Pianist/Accompanist

Allison Robinson
Nursery Attendant
Jaeson Robinson
Youth Leader
Robbie Yates,
Audio-Video Tech
Michelle Knopf,
CE Leader

TWO-CAN

JANUARY 12th

Every 2nd Sunday of the
month MagPres collects
non-perishable food dona-
tions for Lutheran Social
Services local food distri-
bution. Last month we
collected over 178 items!

Thank you all for

your generosity!
Donations may be dropped
off during Sunday Service
or in the church office.

Monthly Issue: 2025-1

January 2025

CAM PZA;- GN
SAVE THE DATE

Rising from the Ashes

Fundraiser Friday Jan 24th
California Fish Grill /Riverside

ol
028

"M

Sz,

Page 8



JANUARY 2025 Prayer Calendar

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 Catelyn Garcia | 2 Christian Garcia | 3 Aaron & Erin 4 Stephanie Gibbs
Gettis
5 Family 6 The Gipson 7 Steve Gold 8 Jerry Gonzales |9 The Goulet-Perez | 10 Ilene Gradney | 11 Edith & Gary
Promise Family Family Grant
12 BAG 13 Roger Grant 14 Rev. Karn & 15 Beverly 16 Everal 17 Tom & Marti 18 Patty
Committee Suzzane Griffen Guidero Hathaway Hendrix Hernandez
19 CE 20 Melissa 21 Hollenhorst 22 Richard & 23 Tom & Julie 24 John & Connie | 25 Barbara
Committee Holden Family Jeanne Hood Hutchinson Jackson Johnson
26 Endowment | 27 Mary Josselyn | 28 Keovilay 29 David & 30 Dick & 31 The Knopf
Committee Family Claudia King Bonnie Kirby

-0t
b |

Flora Livingstone
Margie Watson
James Walters
Krysten Stiffler
Precious Mabena
Bethany Na

Cynthia Spring-Pearson
The Reverend Chris Nettles

2nd
3rd
4th
4th
6th
8th
8th
8th

The Reverend Clarke Prescott 13th

Dan Brooks

14th

Thomas & Cherylyn Thornton 15th

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

January

Birthdays

Leah French
Steve McKee
Wayne Andrew
James Laudermilk

Michelle Lau

dermilk

Ryan Laudermilk

Arlo Sachs

Maddy Gipson

Lance Alford

Deanna Lacy

14th
14th
14th
15th
15th
15th
17th
17th
18th
19th

January Anniversaries

Mel & Rhonda Renke

17th

Lowell Lacy
Makenzie Nelson
Sherry Nettles
Donna Nelson
Zach Ni

Laurie Ludwig
Tammy Duncan
Rick Allert

[}
%
-}_ s AN
wh ANNIVERSARIES

20th
20th
22nd
23rd
28th
29th
29th
30th




MagPres Master Calendar - January 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Sat

(29 N 3 L Lz | N e
10am - Worship Service ['Pmmﬁﬁm ] [' Wmma'] [' Office Closed )| 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 5pm -EEEAC

&5 L6 | L7 L8 Lo (10 | W
10am - Communion Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte. 7pm - Choir Practice [' Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Deacon Offering 6:30pm - FOM Cmte. 5pm -EEEAC 4pm - Path of Life Meal Prep
10am - Worship Service 7pm - BaG Cmte.
10:15am - Children's Sunday 7pm - Mission Cmte.

Gz EN Gia_ S i G SN
10am - TWO-CAN Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 6pm - Worship Cmte i[' Session Mat'ls Due 9am ] [' Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte 7pm - Choir Practice 5pm - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday
10am - Worship Service [' Bam UpLook ' MEf'ED'th 7pm - Deacon Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice r Office Closed )| 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 5pm - EEEAC

(25 ] G (2 (s (N N (S
10am - Worship Service 7pm - Scouts - Troop 16 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Practice [' Office Closed ] 9:30am - EEEAC
10:15am - Children's Sunday 5pm - EEEAC
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