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WORSHIP SERVICE -  Sundays @ 10:00am - in person and online 
TWO-CAN SUNDAY  - Nov. 9th, Donations for Lutheran Social Serviices 
YOUNG PEOPLE SUNDAY - Sunday, Nov. 9th 
PRESBYTERY MEETING AT MAGPRES - Sat. Nov. 8th 
CROSSWAYS BIBLE STUDY -  Meeting online Thursdays 7pm-8:45pm 
THANKSGIVING POTLOCK / BINGO - Sunday, Nov. 16th 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
The UpLook 

Pastor’s Ponderings   

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.”   ~Philippians 1:3 (NLT) 

When I flip the calendar over to November, I immediately think of Thanksgiving.  Turkey, gravy, 
stuffing; I enjoy it all.  One tradition around many tables on Thanksgiving is to state what you are 
thankful for before eating. 

At the October Session Meeting, elders and guests participated in this and shared what they are 
thankful for here at MagPres.  Responses included: long time friendships, the warm welcome, the 
people  (it’s a family), the freedom and flexibility to try new things, the inclusion present, an    
anchor for my faith, many of my faith memories take place here, involving the young people in 
worship, the freedom and safety to be me. 

That’s a pretty good list.  What things might you think of if asked the same question?  As you  
ponder what you are thankful for, November is a full month of activities in the life of the 
church. You’ll read about some of them throughout this newsletter; but activities this month in-
clude: on Sunday Nov. 2nd: Communion during worship and Deacon Offering collection; on Sat. 
Nov. 8th: hosting the Presbytery of Riverside and a presbytery wide youth friends-giving event, a 
Red-Robin Restaurant Fundraiser for Family Promise; on Sunday Nov. 9th: Young People Sunday, 
Two-Can Collection, a Meet-up at Riverside Community Players for Adams Family musical; on  
Sunday Nov. 15th: our Stewardship Campaign begins, the NAMI Walk in Hemet, our Thanksgiving 
Dinner and Bingo Event; on Sunday Nov. 23rd: Dedication Sunday and Christ the King Sunday, 
Greening of the Church (to prepare for Advent); on Sunday Nov. 30th: the First Sunday of    
Advent.  There are also choir rehearsals, Crossways Bible Studies, NAMI family-to-family classes, 
committee meetings and more.  November is a busy month. 

So what are you thankful for here at MagPres? 

Your thankful and thanks-giving Pastor, 
Paul 

  Mon. -Thur. 9am-3pm 
  Closed Lunch 12pm-1pm 
  Closed Friday’s 

 NOVEMBER 2025 
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     SESSION  HIGHLIGHTS 

   Fun Facts about Elders 

 Elders (the Session) are nominated by the Nominating Comittee
and elected by the congregation

 Any Magnolia member can be asked to serve as an Elder
 Session has the responsibility for governing the congregation
 Elders can serve two 3-year terms consecutively, must take a

one-year break before returning
 Serves on at least 1 Session Committee
 One Elder from each Session Committee serves on the Person-

nel Committee, for a total of 7
 One Elder serves as Chair of the Nominating Committee
 There are 12 Elders on Session, each entitled to a vote
 Three Elders may be elected as Commissioners to our Presby-

tery (do not have to be active Elders)
 Once Ordained as an Elder, always considered to be an Elder,

active (on Session) or inactive (not currently on Session)
 Elder, in this context is not a reflection of age

“Be sheperds of God’s flock that is under 
your care, serving as overseers—not because 
you must, but because you are willing, as God 

wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager 
to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to 

you, but being examples to the flock.”  1 Peter 5:2 

    Melanie Nelson 
    Clerk of Session 
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      “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV) 

Let us rejoice in the daily things we take for granted: beautiful sunsets, smiles 

from friends, laughter from children, meals shared with family. Let us pray in 

the moment, in worship service, before we go to sleep, and anytime the mo-

ment strikes us to talk with God. Let us give thanks in all circumstances. This 

comes naturally when life is going well, but can be more difficult to give 

thanks when things don’t go our way. Even in difficult times, we need to give 

thanks in the midst of  them. As we enter into a time of  hustle and bustle with 

the holidays     upon us, let us be mindful to take time  to  rejoice, pray, and 

give thanks. 

Yours in Christ, 

Tammy Duncan 

A) Want to lead worship? Call the office
or visit magpres.com/liturgist

B) Habitat for Humanity - ReStore
needs help; contact Mary Lee or
Linda Bingham

C) Family Promise needs help: pick up
bread, prepare food, serve as a host,
read a book; Call 951-944-9773 or
visit magpres.com/fpsignup
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Worship Without Music ??? 

     Have you ever thought of attending a worship service that didn’t include music?  I can’t 
imagine what that would be like.  Our Bible tells us that since the beginning of worship, 
music was involved.  Peter sang hymns when he was imprisoned.  Often we read, “and they 
all sang a hymn and went out praising God.”  Those are common ideas in Christianity.  
     Our Choir has continued to get smaller and smaller over the years.  You know, I get it; 
people get older and can’t quite do what they used too.  People get tired of coming to re-
hearsal every week.  Lives can get busy.  But without you, there is no choir.  Without you, 
there is no music in worship.  Hey, even silent movies typically had music played while they 
showed!  
      So I am asking you to consider coming to join in on Wednesday evenings to sing in the 
choir.  We meet from 7 PM to about 8:30 most weeks.  I try to get them out by 8 but I usual-
ly fail.  In addition to rehearsing, we also share praises and prayer requests and pray with 
one another.  So yes, I usually run late, but never past 8:30.  We are currently working on 
Advent music for the upcoming season.   

 God Bless you all, and I look forward to seeing you in choir soon!  
 John Wright ~ Choral Director 

*** MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE *** 

In 2025, your contributions of both time and treasure allowed Mag Pres to support these 
local and international programs: 

 Presbyterian Mission Programs and Special Offerings – financial contributions. 
 Young Life of Riverside – office space in the CE building and financial support. 
 Ramona High School Closet – shoes, clothing, personal hygiene items available 
     for students.  
 Habitat for Humanity – assistance at the Restore and financial support. 
 Teen Challenge – during worship on August 3

rd
, we were inspired by the life 

    changing effects of the Teen Challenge program; and Mag Pres provided financial  
support. 

 Casa Esperanza Children’s Home in the state of Coahuila in Mexico – provide 
     financial assistance.  
 Path of Life Shelter- one dinner a month is prepared and served to 60 shelter guests – 

funds to support this program come from the Crop Walk.  
 Blessing bag supplies providing basic life necessities for neighbors in need. 
 Family Promise of Riverside – there are many contributions that will be profiled in a 

future Uplook article. 

Your Mission Committee - Barb Johnson, Sharon Reinhardt, Evelyn Shea, Kris Shea, Linda 
Bingham and Mary Lee is grateful for you - together we strive to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus.  Please contact Linda Bingham or Mary Lee with any suggestions or questions 
on our Mission programs.  



Monthly Issue: 2025-11       November  2025 

 FALL  

WORK PARTY 
 
The Building and Grounds Committee would like to thank all the participants who 
came out on 10/24 & 10/25 to work on repairing, cleaning and organizing Magpres, 
inside and out!   

                SUNDAY SCHOOL 
for children in grades Kindergarten through 
5th grade is offered In-Person and via Zoom during our 
10:00 a.m. worship service. In-person children will meet in Rm 8 and Nursery in Rm 9 at  10:20 
a.m.  To join the fun via Zoom simply sign in to Zoom and use the Meeting ID: 259885602  and
the Password 7200 
Sunday School includes: Bible lessons, Songs, crafts, and play time. 
 

 NOVEMBER MEMORY VERSE:   EXODUS 6:7 
I’ll take you as my people, and I’ll be your God. You will know that I, the Lord, am your 

God, who has freed you from Egyptian forced labor.  

SHORTENED PASSAGE:  
I’ll take you as my people, and I’ll be your God.  

FALL  

WORK PARTY 

The Building and Grounds Committee  

would like to thank all the participants who came out on 10/24 & 10/25 to work on 
repairing, cleaning and organizing Magpres, inside and out!   
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CHILDREN/YOUTH PERMISSION FORMS 
Do you have a child/youth?  We are accepting updated Student Permis-
sion forms for the 2024-2025 school year. To download a form please visit 
www.magpres.com/permission   
Contact Michelle Knopf or Jason Robinson if you have any questions  

CHOIR PRACTICE: Meets Wednesdays  at 7:00pm in the choir room 

SCOUT TROOP 16:  Meets Monday nights at 7:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
Our Charter Organization Rep is Tim Lewis (webelewis@gmail.com). 

YOUTH GROUP: meets on Sunday from 11:30-1:30 in the Youth Room. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children in grades Kindergarten 
thru 5th grade is offered during our 10am worship service in-person in 
Room  8 and via Zoom. Nursery is in Room 9. If you would like to connect 
on zoom, please use this link:  Meeting ID 559885602 Password:7200 

 ACCESS WORSHIP ONLINE: You can participate in worship by going 

to magpres.com/watch or visiting our Facebook page  (facebook.com/ 
magpres).  Services are archived for you to watch  later (or again!) 

TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  On every 2nd Sunday of the month, we bring 2 Cans or Boxes of food to be donated to

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California to help feed hungry neighbors in our community. Keep up the 
good work as we continue loving our neighbors who are hungry!    

STATER BROS. GIFT CARDS:  Gift cards in the amounts of $25, $50, and $100 are available to purchase in  
the church office.  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm (closed 12-1pm).  Whether you are buying as a gift or to 
do your weekly grocery shopping, the church receives 5% of every sale!   How nice--give twice!   

CHURCH DIRECTORIES:  Instructions on downloading the app to our “Instant Church Directory” (great way to 
keep up with birthdays and anniversaries in our church family!)  
As always - if your address, phone, or email changes, let us know at church@magpres.com 

DEACONS OFFERING: The first Sunday of every month, we collect the DEACONS  OFFERING.  This is a           
dedicated offering to help friends and family of MagPres members experiencing hardship.  Your gift, large or 
small, is a gift of kindness. 

COMMUNION:  First Sunday of every month, communion is served as a part of the worship service.  For those 
worshipping via Zoom, feel free to gather your own “bread & cup” elements at home and join in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with the whole congregation. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL:  Our Daily Bread quarterly booklets are available in the Worship Center foyer (on the 
Welcome Table) and in the church office.  Pick one up for yourself and for a friend or neighbor. 

REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

STANDING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://magpres.com/watch
http://facebook.com/magpres
http://facebook.com/magpres
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ON A MISSION… 
The MagPres Mission Committee would like to extend an invitation to attend 

the Family Promise Red Robin Restaurant Fundraiser.  It’s a great opportunity 

to bring a friend to lunch, or your family to dinner, while also supporting FP in 

their mission to support Riverside families transition from homelessness to 

housed. 
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Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: 951-684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website:  www.magpres.com 
Worship Service 10am Sun. 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 9:00am-3:00pm 
  Closed 12-1pm Lunch 
  Closed Friday 

...making fully formed followers of Jesus Christ

Magnolia Presbyterian 
Church Staff 

The Rev. Paul Knopf 
    Pastor 

Lisa Gulino 
    Administrative Assistant 

John Wright 
    Choral Director 

Cynthia Wright  
 Pianist/Accompanist 

Allison Robinson 
    Nursery Attendant  
Jaeson Robinson 
      Youth Leader 
Robbie Yates, 
      Audio-Video Tech 
Nicholas French, 
      Musician 
Anna Tran, 
      Musician 
Michelle Knopf, 
       CE Leader 

SUNDAY ~  NOVEMBER 9th 

Every 2nd Sunday of the month MagPres          
collects non-perishable food donations for       
Lutheran Social Services local food distribution.   

We donated  313  items in October!   
  Thank you all for your generosity!  

Donations may be dropped off during Sunday Service  or during 
the church office hours Mon-Thur.  



 

N O V E M B E R  P R A Y E R  C A L E N D A R

30 
Students  

BIRTHDAYS 

3rd: Dick Kirby 
5th: Sofia Robinson 
6th: Connie Jackson 

       The Revenend Brad Copeland 
11th: Holly Goulet-Perez 
12th: Brett Benninger 
13th: Deanna Cohen 
15th     Everal Hathaway 
 Richard Dickenson 
 Tom Safford 
17th     Dee Wilson 
20th     Richard Hood 
21st Danielle  Good 

        Katie Nicholson 
25th: Evelyn Shea 
 Zach Gipson 
28th Laurie Mordue 
29th    Suzanne Griffen     
3oth John Wayne 

 Lori Copeland 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2nd     Caitlin and Kay Keovilay 
16th    Christian and Bethany Na 
21st    Jerry Fisher and Danielle Good 
30th    John and Sharon Reinhardt 

November 2025 

1 
Margie Watson 

2 
US Postal 
Postal Service 

3 
John Wayne 

4 
Linda Welman 

5 
Bev Williams 

6 
Kit and Dee 
Wilson 

7 
John and  
Cynthia Wright 

8 
Brenda 
Wynsma 

9 
Lutheran 
Social  
Services 

10 
Lucas 
Wynsma 

11 
Carol Young 

12 
Lance and 
JoAnn Alford 

13 
Rick and  
Colleen Allert 

14 
Jeremy and 
Janelle  
Anderson 

15 
Ken Anderson 

16 
Corona 
Presbyterian 
Church 

17 
Wayne and 
Kristina Andrew 

18 
Ruth Bender 

19 
Brett and Debbie 
Benninger 

20 
Bill and Linda 
Bingham 

21 
Joy Bower 

22 
The Bowman 
Family 

23 
The Worship 
Committee 

24 
Ann Brady 

25 
Eric and Anna 
Brandenberger 

26 
Daniel and  
Karrie Brooks 

27 
Carlos Castro 

28 
Martina Catton 

29 
The Cohen  
Family 

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



26 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7

11 12 13 14 15

16 18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

27

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16 6pm - NAMI Family Class

7pm - Session Meeting

7pm - Choir Rehearsal 7pm - Crossways Bible Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

5pm - Halloween - Seat & 

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Communion 

10am - Deacon Offering

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6pm - NAMI Family Class

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

7pm - Choir Rehearsal 7pm - Crossways Bible Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

8 

Red Robin - FP Fundraiser 

Riverside Presbytery Mtg. 

9:30am - EEEAC

4pm - Path of Life Meal 

9 

10am - TWO-CAN Sunday 

10am - Young People Sun. 

10:15am - Sunday School 

2pm - Adams Family Musical 

10

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16 6pm - NAMI Family Class

6pm - Worship Cmte

7pm - Stew_Fin Cmte

7pm - Choir Rehearsal Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

5pm - ThxGiv 

17 

9am UpLook Mat'ls Due 

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16

6pm - NAMI Family Class

7pm - Deacon Meeting

Session Mat'ls Due 9am

7pm - Choir Rehearsal

7pm - Crossways Bible Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

23 

10am - Dedication Sunday

10:15am - Sunday School

24

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16 7pm - Session Meeting 7pm - Choir Rehearsal Office Closed Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Greening of the Church

10am - Worship Service

10:15am - Sunday School

6:45pm - Scouts-Troop 16 6pm - CE Cmte.

6:30pm - FOM Cmte.

7pm - BaG Cmte.

7pm - Mission Cmte.

7pm - Choir Rehearsal 7pm - Crossways Bible Office Closed

5pm - EEEAC

9:30am - EEEAC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

MagPres Calendar November 2025


	11_2025_Uplook.pdf
	Uplook Calendars Nov 2025.pdf
	Prayer Calendar Nov-2025.pdf

	Uplook Calendars Nov 2025.pdf
	calendar_2025-10-26_2025-12-07.pdf




