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Mission Statement:  Magnolia strives to share God’s 
love with all and grow spiritually in relationship with 

Jesus Christ and each other. 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church  

UpLook 

Encounter God Sundays 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. (Fellowship Hall)  
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Let’s Go to the Theater! 

“BEAUTIFUL” 
The Carole King Musical 

Fox Performing Arts Center 
Sunday January 19, 2020, 8 

pm 
Group tickets in middle 
balcony= $62.50 each 

Reserve your  ticket with a 
50% deposit by  

October 20. 
Remainder due  
December 15 

Sign up in Fireside Room. 
See Heather Dickenson for 

questions. 

A Minister’s Musing 
By this everyone will know you are disciples, if you love 

one another.” John 13:3 
 
 As you may know, Pastor Paul and I have begun a  

12-week sermon series entitled “What Disciples Do.”  As is often the 
case, whenever I begin to preach about something, it seems that God 
gives me plenty of examples or situations to either “practice” or 
witness others “practicing.”   Often it seems that these practice 
sessions come as a result of a not-so-ideal situation, e.g. Amanda’s 
latest hospitalization and surgery. As difficult as life events can be at 
times, they are also an opportunity to see community at its best, 
reaching out. The outpouring that I and my family have received from 
not only our family and friends, but our church, has shown me once 
again the true joy in being a part of a church community. 
 I wrote last month about the facilitator training I attended in 
Baltimore for the Presbytery in which they talked about the Seven 
Marks of Vital Congregations. As I look at the sixth mark (Caring 
Relationships) I realize that there are many things that MagPres gets 
right. And as with everything else there are also places to grow. Let’s 
look at the definitions of Caring Relationships: 

 Sharing in God’s true agape moves us beyond half-hearted programmatic 

participation, lukewarm faith and pretending. 

 Instead of a closed, judgmental community, people find freedom to share 

stories, encounter the Savior and ask for help. 

 Welcome and hospitality are not left to a committee, but 
imperfectly we strive for all people to find identity, purpose and 
belonging in the household of God. 

 Confront conflict, seek reconciliation in all divisions, find 
ways to embrace all diversity and seek to be peacemakers and 
bridge-builders together. 
 So, what do you think? Where do we as 
individuals and as a church come out on top? What do 
we need to work on? May this list cause us all to begin 

to reflect as we “strive to share God’s love with all” in community 
with one another. 
In Christ, 

Pastor Claire 
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A Pastor’s Pondering 
 
Pastor Paul is at a Study Leave Conference.  
His column will be back next month. 
 
In the meantime, 
here’s one of his 
favorite phrases: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Growth Groups in the Fall 
 
 
Growth Groups are Beginning!   
 
When:  October 14 for 6 weeks 
Where:  Various times and locations to be 
announced 
How:  Sign-ups begin next week 
Cost:  $12 per book 
Book:  “Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church:12 Ways To Keep Yours Alive” by 
Thom Rainer 

 
 

About the book: 
Whether your church is vibrant or dying, 
whether you are pastor or a church 
member, “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” 
will walk you through the radical steps 
necessary to keep your church alive to the 
glory of God and the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

The (great) Pumpkins are 
arriving on Sunday, October 13 
at 12:30 pm. Plan to stay or 
come back to help unload 
them. Wear your grubbies and 
gloves. 
The PUMPKIN PATCH will be 
open October 13 - 27. 
Sign-ups will start for taking a 
shift to sell.  This is a 
fundraiser for Meals on 
Wheels. 
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Reformation Sunday and Martin Luther 
 On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther mailed 
ninety-five arguments against the sale of indulgences 
to his bishop, Albrecht von Brandenburg. He may 
also have posted them to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg, where he was a professor of 
theology. He had come to have doubts about the 
Church’s teachings about how people obtain 
salvation. Texts such as Habakkuk 2:4 and Romans 
1:17 led him to the belief that salvation is a gift of 
God that cannot be earned by works. 
 About ten years later, as the Christian church 
in Europe was splitting apart over theology, practice 
and politics, Luther wrote the tune and text of “Ein 
feste Burg ist unser Gott,” “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.” Using Psalm 46 as a model, he explains his 
theology that salvation comes through Christ alone, 
not through our feeble efforts. 
God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help 
in times of trouble. So we 
will not fear, even if 
earthquakes come and the 
mountains crumble into the 
sea. Let the oceans roar and 
foam. Let the mountains 
tremble as the waters surge! … The Lord Almighty is 
here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress.                     
  Psalm 46:1-3, 7. New Living Translation 
During the Middle Ages worship music was sung and 
played by trained musicians. Luther helped to return 
music to the people by writing and adapting texts and 
tunes that they could easily sing. The first hymnals 
were compiled under his direction. “A Mighty 
Fortress” is now the best known of Luther’s hymns, 
contained in the hearts and hymnals of Protestants of 
every denomination. Luther had a hand in writing, 
composing and/or adapting many other hymns, a few 
of which are contained in Glory To God, The 
Presbyterian Hymnal. These include the Advent 
hymns “Savior of the Nations Come” #102, and 
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” #111, the 
Easter hymn “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong 
Bands” #237, and a hymn of confession “Out of the 
Depths” #424, Luther’s paraphrase of Psalm 130.  
 As we worship together on Reformation 
Sunday, October 27, may our songs and hymns praise 
our Lord, teach the gospel and remind us of the 
heritage of congregational singing that we partly owe 
to Martin Luther. As Luther himself said, “The good 
news of Christ’s great deliverance tunes the heart to 
sing.” 
 
James Walters 

 
It’s getting cooler, the days are getting longer, Autumn is 
coming!  We all know that with Fall comes Halloween, 
and with Halloween comes Trunk-or-Treat.  On October 
27 we will be closing our parking lot, dressing up our cars 
and ourselves, and providing a fun trick-or-treating 
experience for kids. Cars will line the big parking lot, 
decorating their trunks in Harvest Festival, Halloween or 
anything else they come up with. Watch for sign-ups to 
decorate your car and for the opportunity to donate 
candy. This is a great event for the whole family and 
friends. Come join the fun! If you don’t want to decorate 
your car come on down and sit with someone who did. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Trunk-or-Treat  
When: Sunday, October 27 

4:30pm to 7:30pm 
 

Where: At the Church – In the Parking Lot 
Car Decoration starting at 4:30pm 

Costume Parade/Trunk-or-Treating 5:30pm 
Movie 6:00pm 

Haunted House 6:30-7:30pm 
 
 
 
 

Parents, Grandparents, Guardians, 
Please bring your children in costume to 
church Sunday, October 20th. We are 

celebrating Autumn, the Pumpkin Patch 
and publicizing Trunk-or-Treat. Thanks 

for your support. 
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Youth Group meets every* Sunday 
evening. 

Middle School (grades 5 to 8) meets 
from 5 to 6:30 pm. 

High School (grades 9 to 12) meets from 
7 to 8:30 pm.  

First Sunday of each month there is a 
meal for the combined groups.   

 COME TO YOUTH GROUP—BRING 
A FRIEND 

*Schedule may change due to holidays, 
church events or offsite activities. 

Birthday, anniversary or 
other special 
remembrance coming up?  
Purchase a floral 
arrangement to beautify 
our worship space. 

Call the church office to find out how. 

Save the Date! 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

and Concert 
On November 10, 2019 

At 6:00 pm 
A yearly favorite! 

TWO-CAN Sunday Report 
192 cans and 
boxes were 

collected and 
delivered to 

Lutheran Social 
Services. 

Thanks for your generosity - and 
don’t forget to stock up for 

October 13. 

Fall Work Party Tasks 
 
BAG is trying something new! Please be on 
the lookout for Announcements for sign-
ups for specific tasks 
via Sign-Up Genius on 
or about October 1st. 
You will have about 6 
weeks to complete 
the task you sign up 
for.  
A backup date for an all-hands-on-deck 
Work Party is tentatively scheduled for 
November 23rd, just in time for 
Thanksgiving! 

Scout Corner 
 
x Nine scouts from Troop 16 enjoyed a week of fun at 

the Orange County BSA Lost Valley Scout Camp 
this summer.  

x 20 Merit Badges have been 
earned during or since camp.  

x Three scouts made rank 
advancement, including Ian 
George who became an Eagle 
Scout. 

x Angel Rodriguez is set to also 
make Eagle rank next month. He 
will complete his Eagle Project 
(rehabbing a storage shed at 
March Air Museum Saturday 10/5, donations of $ & 
labor are accepted).  

x The troop did a flag ceremony for the city on 9/17, 
have a campout on 9/27-29, and will provide a 
support station for the Citrus Bike Ride on 10/12. 

x The quarterly Court of Honor occurred on 9/25 for 
recognition of attainment of the above 
accomplishments and more! 

x Troop 16 meets Wednesdays at 7pm at the church. 
 
Tim Lewis  
Charter Organization Rep 
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2 Corinthians 9:11-12        Common English Bible  
 

���� You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous in every way. Such generosity produces 

thanksgiving to God through us. ���� Your ministry of this 
service to God’s people isn’t only fully meeting their 

needs but it is also multiplying in many expressions of 
thanksgiving to God. 

 
Please join us this October as we learn how to reflect on 
the blessings in our life and how to respond in generosity 

with Treasures, Talents and Time.  
We will have signup sheets after service starting  

October 6.  
We will once again hold a prayer vigil on October 25. 
On October 27 we will present our commitments of 

giving in a show of generosity in support of the ministry 
and mission to which we are called as the Magnolia 

Presbyterian Church congregation. 

From the Missions Committee: 
 
Did you know homelessness, whether living 
in a car, or couches, or outside, is a 
persistent problem across 
California’s 114 
community college 
campuses - a symptom of 
a larger crisis of 
affordability for the state's 
most vulnerable higher-
education student?. Did 
you also know 700 foster youth age-out each 
year just in the Inland Empire? Your Mission 
Committee is interested in a program called 
INSPIRE, which provides housing and 
support services such as mental health care, 
educational resources, employment 
opportunities and financial support.  (https://
inspirelifeskills.org/ 
 
We are fortunate that our church owns 
housing that could possibly be used at some 
time to support such a program as INSPIRE. 
A couple of churches in Riverside are already 
participating in this program, one of which is 
All Saints Episcopal Church. This would be 
another way our church could show God's 
love in a much needed way! 
 
Submitted by Flora Livingstone for The 
Mission Committee 

Men’s Group (meets monthly) 
Monday, October 7, 7 pm 

location TBD 
 

Women’s Monday Morning Bible Study.  
9:30 - 11 am,  Christian Education Building 

Call the office for more info on either 
group. 

GROUPS! 

https://inspirelifeskills.org/
https://inspirelifeskills.org/
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Stater Bros. script cards are 
available in $25, $50, and $100 
increments on the first Sunday of every 
month after each service.  You can 
pay by cash or check.  When you shop 
for your groceries – at any Stater Bros. 
store - you get full value for the card you 
purchase.  MPC gets ����  of every card 
purchased!  Cards can also be 
purchased in the office during regular 
hours. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

        
�³Our women see visions,  
  our men clear their eyes. 
  With bold new decisions 
  your people arise.�´�������� 
�������³Spirit�´��by James K. Manley, 1975 
 
 For the last few months, Session 
committees, Deacons and, Elders have 
brainstormed as to their visions, ideas and 
wishes for the Sanctuary re-building.  A lot 
of ideas were shared during these 
meetings, and will be compiled now for the 
contractor/architect to have a starting point.   
Exciting times ahead for MagPres!! 
 
      Melanie Nelson                                       
Clerk of Session 

DEACON�ïS CORNER 
Have you ever thought about the meaning 
behind a title that you were given?  As a new 
deacon this year, this thought crossed my mind,  
break down the title of deacon letter by letter 
and here is what I discovered. 
 

DEACON 
 

D is for Dedicated - to serving the needs of our 
flock members and our church community 
 
E is for Encouraging – offering support and 
understanding to members of our flock and our 
church community 
 
A is for Attentive – 
listening and being aware 
of our flock members and 
our church community 
 
C is for Compassion – 
showing concern for our flock members and our 
church community in times of need or crisis 
 
O is for Outreach – reaching out and helping our 
community beyond our church environment 
 
N is for Nurturing – helping to grow our flock 
members and our church community in the love 
of God for the future 
 
I invite you, even encourage you, to break down 
a title you may have been given to discover the 
meaning and why you were chosen for that title.  
You might be little surprised and have an 
understanding of why you were specially chosen 
to have that title! 
 
Peace and Grace to All! 
Janet Doshier 
Deacon 
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Time and Talent  
Recognitions 

�<�� Bret Bennninger for installing railings 
in the Fellowship Hall Sanctuary 

�<�� Heather Dickenson who organized 
and The Crew who helped  
KEEP RIVERSIDE CLEAN AND 
BEAUTIFUL.  11 people gathered 6 
bags of trash! 

�<�� Wayne and Kristina Andrew for host-
ing the barbeque and boat regatta. 

 

 
 
 
 

Mary Josselyn  October 2 
Ron Phifer   October 3 
Heather Dickenson  October 4 
Bonnie Kirby   October 4 
Colton Reidman  October 5 
Margy Crowley  October 7 
Jody Macdonald  October 7 
Karn Griffen   October 9 
Dan Skipper   October 9 
Cesar Vasquez  October 9 
Jaxson Robinson  October 10 
Chris Duncan  October 12 
Carol Young   October 12 
Jeff Ludwig   October 14 
Brian Nelson   October 15 
Carla Carrasco  October 16 
Dave Hurlebaus  October 16 
Ken Anderson  October 17 
Robert Walker  October 17 
Kayla Crossen  October 19 
Catherine McGraw  October 19 
Michelle Knopf  October 22 
King Williams  October 22 
Lisa MacDougall  October 23 
Ruth Baker   October 24 
Merle Clark   October 24 
Linda Bingham  October 28 
Liberty Mabena  October 29 
Laurie McCormick  October 29 
David Crowley  October 30 
Lila Odell    October 30 
Candy Bowman  October 31 
 
 
 
 
 

Perez, Giovanny & Monica October 5 
     12 years 
 
Manley, Peter & Michelle  October 17 
     20 years 
 
Jackson, John & Connie  October 21 
     47 years 
 
Phifer, Ron & Cornelia  October 22 
     52 years 

 

Dear Church Family, 
We took comfort from the 
cards, e-mails, calls and hugs 
that we and our children 
received. Your love and 
prayers were felt throughout 
our time celebrating an 
amazing 98 years of a 
wonderful Mom and 
Grandma.                        
With love and gratitude, 
Brian and Melanie Nelson 
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Email:  church@magpres.com 
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     Closed Friday 
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MagPres Prayer Calendar
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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27 28 29 30 31

October 2019
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

November 2019October 2019

Sep 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4 5
Laura Medrano Bill and Ruth Megenny Eleanor Miller Lance and Laurie 

Mordue
Monique Mowry

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Peace and Global 

Witness (PCUSA)
Marilyn Nail Brian and Melanie 

Nelson
Makenzie Nelson Chris and Sherry Nettles Jay and Katie Nicholson; 

Destiny and Addison
Janet Nicks

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Alternatives to Domestic

Violence 
https://alternativesto
dv.org/

Judy O'Bier Lila Odell John and Jane Peden Gio and Monica Perez, 
Gideon, Olivia, 
Donovan, Dominic

Ron and Cornelia Phifer Susie Phillips

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Meals on Wheels, 

Riverside 
https://www.riverside
mow.org/

Gary and Pat Platner Rosie Quinones Charles and Carolyn 
Raughley

Doug and Thea Reed Mel and Rhonda Rehnke John and Sharon 
Reinhardt

27 28 29 30 31
Stewardship Emphasis:  

Building Generosity 
and Gratitude 
Together

Jeanie Riggs Kyle and Kendal Rinker 
Family

George Robbins Jaeson and Allison 
Robinson; Jaxson

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Please pray for the 
individuals and groups listed.


